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Since the last update related to the Point Farm 
Mitigation Bank, (on property off Bears Bluff 

Road at the end of Yellow House Road) the Corps 
of Engineers approved their permit to operate. A 
State SCDHEC-OCRM “Critical Area” permit for 
the excavation work in the salt marsh was also 
approved. The OCRM permit was appealed to the 
SCDHEC Board, which affirmed the permit; that 
decision was further appealed, to the Administrative 
Law Court in Columbia.
In addition, the Charleston County Wetland Buffer 
laws triggered a variance request to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals (BZA) to encroach into the County’s 
OCRM Wetlands Buffer. The variance was denied 
and appealed by the mitigation bank’s agents. As 
a move to avoid the BZA denial, a new County 

EYE ON THE ISLAND
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WADMALAW ISLAND COMMUNITY PARK 
ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

 Landscape plan for Community Park

Many residents are probably familiar with the 
Wadmalaw Island Community Park that adjoins 

the Wadmalaw Island Community Center (WICC) 
on Katy Hill Road.  The park was established several 
years ago as part of the Charleston County Greenbelt 
Initiative.  Although an entrance gate was constructed 
with community involvement and sponsorship 
several years ago, the park has been awaiting 
further development.   With cooperation and support 
from WICC, Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB) and 
other representatives of the Wadmalaw community, 
a plan has been developed to begin realizing the 
park’s potential for island residents. KWB is providing 
funding for the project through a grant received as 

the local affiliate of the Keep America Beautiful national 
organization and designated donations to KWB from 
Wadmalaw residents for this park project.
The project is chaired by Kelly Skinner and steering 
committee members include Bertha Middleton 
representing WICC, Bob Long, Bob Cox, and Robert 
Siedell representing KWB, and Kevin Richbourg, Judge 
Leroy Linen, Sheila Middleton and Michelle Richbourg 
as representatives of the greater Wadmalaw community.
Following initial plans drawn for the park upon its creation 
by the Charleston landscape architectural firm, Wertimer 
and Cline, the Wadmalaw Island Community Park will be 
a passive park with the following purpose:

Wadmalaw Island Community passive 
park provides access to a natural 
outdoors setting that offers a place of 
reflection and enjoyment of Wadmalaw 
Island’s rural culture.  Our park seeks to 
help further protect our island through 
education of the island’s history, 
indigenous peoples, Gullah culture, 
biodiversity of our natural ecosystem, 
and the value of conservation and 
responsible land use.  In addition 
to quiet and peaceful solitude, we 
promote fellowship and community 
to gather, experience and learn from 
nature and one another.



WADMALAW ISLAND 
CHURCHES

Grace Chapel
Chapel of Ease of 
St. John’s Church
Rockville Township
Services in June, July and 
August at 9:00 AM

Little Rock Baptist Church
6522 Maybank Highway
Rev. James Peterson, Pastor
Services at 11:30 AM
Bible study and prayer on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

New Bethlehem 
Baptist Church
1945 Liberia Road
Rev. Zachary Williams
Services at 11:00 AM

New Jerusalem AME Church
6179 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Tony J. Slater, Jr., Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

New St. James Bethel 
AME Church
5305 Maybank Highway
Rev. William R. Jones, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

New Webster United 
Methodist Church
4755 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Pattie E. Gordon, Pastor
Rev. Shamond Riddy, Director     
   of Visitation
Services at 10:15 AM

Rockville Presbyterian Church
2479 Sea Island Yacht Club Road
Rev. Fred Hope, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

Salem Baptist Church
5768 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Martha Florence Brown,     
  Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM

Salem Presbyterian Church
5591 Maybank Highway
Rev Carolyn K. Heyward, Pastor 
Services at 11:00 AM on 2nd 
and 4th Sundays, 9:30 AM on 
1st and 3rd.
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Wadmalaw is a non-profit publication distributed to all Wadmalaw postal addresses quarterly (February, 
May,  August and November) supporting Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB), the Wadmalaw Island 

Land Planning Committee (WILPC), and the Wadmalaw Community Center (WICC).   
For advertising or editorial contributions/suggestions, contact us at:  

P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487 or online at: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALENDARPAT KOHLER HONORED 
BY KEEP WADMALAW 
BEAUTIFUL (KWB)

On May 14th, Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB) 
held a BBQ dinner to honor all its volunteers 

who are working together to keep our island litter-
free.   More than 120 people gathered outside WICC 
to enjoy sharing a delicious meal and beautiful day 
with other KWB volunteers.
At the event, Pat Kohler was honored as the first 
recipient of KWB’s Service Appreciation Award to 
recognize her 41 years of outstanding service to 
the island.  As an anti-litter champion for so many 
years, Pat knows the entire history of efforts to 
address the litter problem on Wadmalaw.    Pat 
started her anti-litter efforts in 1981 and joined the 
SC DOT’s Adopt-a-Highway program working with 
the Sierra Club on Maybank Highway.  Pat worked 
with Diane Cushing on litter pick-ups on Maybank 
and remembers one day when Lewis Hay stopped 
by on his tractor to ask what two women were doing 
walking along the highway.  He expressed surprise 
to see that they were picking up litter and thanked 
them for their efforts.   During early years, Pat says 
Code Enforcement officers would contact people 
whose names were identified in the trash along the 
road, but that effort didn’t last long – probably due 
to staffing issues. Pat also remembers a group of 
men from various churches (Fishers of Men) who 
picked up litter on Maybank as part of the Adopt-a-
Highway program for a while as well.  Pat says Bee 
Jenkins and other women from Rockville frequently 
joined efforts to clean up particularly littered areas of 
Maybank and enjoyed the social aspect of working 
together to reduce litter on the roads.
What were the most unusual items Pat has found along 
Wadmalaw roads doing trash pick-ups?  The two most 
memorable were a full bullet magazine and a silver 
dollar coin.  One of her nicest memories was finding 
a wallet and returning it to its owner. The Wadmalaw 
resident was extremely grateful to have his wallet with 
family photos and keys returned to him.
In 1992 Pat and her husband Bobby moved to Yellow 
House Road and Pat continued her efforts focused 
on Bears Bluff Road.  She organized clean-up days 
and made signs which she posted at the intersection 
of Bears Bluff and Liberia Roads to promote the litter 
pick-ups.  She took personal ownership to keep Yellow 
House Road litter-free and took the group leader role 
for “Trash Watchers,” an Adopt-a-Highway group on 
Bears Bluff.    Trash Watchers group was recognized by 
Palmetto Pride, South Carolina state litter organization, 
as a state-wide leader in volunteer litter control efforts 

for several years.  
Pat also remem-
bers that girls from 
Ashley Hall picked 
up litter each quar-
ter on Bears Bluff 
Road for about 10 
years as a service 
project.
Pat has been a 
Steering Commit-
tee member for 
Keep Wadmalaw 
Beautiful since its 
inception, and con-
tinues to be a role 
model for KWB vol-
unteers island-wide.   
Thank you for your 
service, Pat!

July 23rd:   Chicken & Fish Dinner: New Bethle- 
 hem Baptist Church, 1945 Liberia  
 Road @ 12 Noon
Aug 6th + 7th:   Rockville Regatta
Aug. 14th:   136th Year Church Anniversary 
 Cele bration at New Jerusalem AME  
 Church, 6179 Bears Bluff @ 10AM 
Aug. 17th:  Charleston County School District  
 (CCSD) First Day of School
Aug. 21st:  Cherry Point Litter Sweep @ 2PM
Aug. 27th:   Grape Stomp Festival at Deep Water  
 Vineyard @ 10AM – 6PM
Sept. 5th:   Labor Day / No School for CCSD
Sept 13th:   Wadmalaw Island Land Planning  
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Sept 17th:   Fall Festival @ New Bethlehem Bap- 
 tist Church, 1945 Liberia Road 
Oct. 9th:  Cherry Point Litter Sweep @ 2PM
Oct. 11th:   Wadmalaw Island Land Planning  
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Oct. 31st:  Registration Opens for 2023 
 Community Chili Cook Off
Nov. 8th:   Election Day / No School for CCSD
Nov. 8th:   Wadmalaw Island Land Planning  
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Nov. 24th:   Thanksgiving / CCSD Schools closed  
 21st – 25th 
In order to keep the community informed of 
events on the island, we are proud to continue our 
community calendar!  Our next calendar will cover 
November thru February, so please send any public 
events that you would like include to Scott Gilmore at 
ScottGilmore@gmail.com

Pat Kohler receives Outstanding 
Service Award from KWB Chair 

Robert Siedell



3

Family Owned & Operated • Where you’re a neighbor, not a number

5www.AtlanticPest.com            (843) 795-4010

T-Shirts, Napkins,
and Cups

Contact Jayne
843.609.6033

John Mitchell

WADMALAW ISLAND COMMUNITY 
PARK ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

Resident Profile:  
JOHN MITCHELL - Lifelong 
Wadmalaw Resident 

Long-time resident John Mitchell was born on Wadmalaw Island at 
Polly Point and left the island only to enter the Army.   He was 

stationed at Fort Jackson and Fort Rucker as well as in Panama.
John grew up helping his father farm on Polly Point raising cabbage, 
beans, corn and potatoes and remembers taking them to Martins 
Point or Stono Landing, depending on the tides, to load on barges 
for market.  During the heat of the day his brothers and friends had 
fun swimming in Wadmalaw creeks and gathering crabs and oysters.
John attended school located behind the New Jerusalem Church then 
at Haut Gap before entering the Army.  In addition to farming, John cut 
pulp wood and worked for a company making shingles.  He married 
Geneva Smith in 1964 and they were blessed with six children and 
fifteen grandchildren.
Tragedy struck in 2020 when in July, John’s wife Geneva passed 
away after 56 years of marriage and then again in August, when 
his home on Bears Bluff was struck by lightning and burned to the 
ground.  However, he rebuilt and 
now has a fine new home on the 
same site. 
John has been an active 
member of New Jerusalem AME 
Church since 1958.  He has 
been treasurer of The Fishers 
of Men, an organization of 
men representing churches on 
Wadmalaw and Johns Island, 
since it was first organized.
Although John is now retired, he 
can often be seen on Bears Bluff 
picking up litter with Judge Linen 
supporting Keep Wadmalaw 
Beautiful volunteer efforts.
John is a tribute to this island 
as a son, sibling, husband, 
father, grandfather, friend, and 
Christian. 
Thank you, John Mitchell Sr.   
We are blessed to have you as 
a member of our community!

(continued from front cover)
The park will be developed in multiple phases. The initial phase will include 
infrastructure (site preparation, park border definition, litter facilities), a 
winding, permeable path running the length of the park from the entrance 
to the wetlands at the rear of the property, bench seating along the path 
and informational signage.  Anticipated completion of this first phase is 
September 2022.  
Donations are being accepted to ‘buy a bench’ for the park to honor family 
members, neighbors or as a donation from an organization or business.  
Plaques will be attached to benches with wording of up to 33 characters 
for this purpose.  Cost of a bench is $750 which will be a tax-deductible 
donation through KWB.    Residents interested in donating a bench can 
contact Kevin Richbourg at krichbourg@comcast.net or 843-513-2234.

Example of benches to be placed in the Wadmalaw Island Community Park.

DO YOU MOW THE 
ROADSIDE IN FRONT OF 

YOUR PROPERTY?
If so, KWB would like to thank you! It makes the job much 
easier for volunteers who do weekly litter pick-ups on our 
roads. Grass often gets very high between the intervals 
that Charleston County crews mow.  If grass on either 
side or across the road from your property is high, please 
consider mowing those areas as well.  Research shows 
that regularly mowed roadsides deter litter. And, again, 
thank you for helping to Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful.
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REAL ESTATE SALES 
(APR 7, 2022 - JUL 8, 2022)

RESIDENCES  Acres     Date Sold  Price
7030 Maybank Highway  1.42 4/13/2022 $935,000
1806 Tacky Point Road  4.08 4/22/2022 $1,625,000
1433 Martins Point Road  20.56 4/27/2022 $1,000,000
1799 Tacky Point Road  2.05 5/2/2022 $670,000
5485 Katy Hill Road  1.0 5/6/2022 $450,000
5322 Peerless Drive  1.14 5/6/2022 $625,000
1358 Polly Point Road  3.0 5/6/2022 $1,179,000
5866 Pecanetta Road  1.03 5/1/2022 $621,000
29957 Roseville Road  1.59 5/11/2022 $1,625,000
6569 Maybank Highway  34.7 7/8/2022 $1,590,000

VACANT LAND Acres  Date Sold    Price
5 Polly Point Road 3.02 5/20/2022 $239,500
2443 Marina Road 0.36 5/24/2022 $110,000
Lot 2 Pilot Boy Landing 4.25  5/25/2022 $1,600,000
2815 Roseville Road 5.76 5/25/2022 $150.000
2814 Roseville Road 11.85 5/25/2022 $220,000
6111 Drop Anchor Lane  9.65 6/8/2022 $75,000
6130 Bears Bluff Road  1.0 6/10/2022 $94,000
4636 Maybank Highway  0.41 6/22/2022 $20,000
Lot 8 Martins Point Road  6.81 6/28/2022 $249,000
0 Anchor Watch Road  3.82 6/30/2022 $995,00 
0 Liberia Road  2.02 7/14/2022 $125,000

Greg Hanckel
Cell 296-3237

Wadmalaw Island, SC 28487
Phone (843) 559-3491
Fax (843) 559-2678

WADMALAW depends on donations from the community in 
addition to advertisers to support its publication. 

If you would like to see the continued publishing of this newsletter, 
please make a contribution by sending a check to 

Wadmalaw News, P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Support our WADMALAW newsletter

FRIERSON STUDENTS HEAD 
BACK TO SCHOOL!
Name: Anderson “Andy” Warit Gilmore
Age: 4 (and a half!)
Grade: Entering the 4-year-old 
Montessori program at Edith 
Frierson. Andy started at Frierson last 
year with the 3-year-old Montessori 
program – so he will be starting his 
second year at Frierson next month.
What’s an exciting thing you did this 
summer? I went to Thailand with my 
family. I was born in Thailand and I didn’t 
go back since I moved to America. It 
was fun. I also ride my bike and read books and swim a lot.
Why are you excited to go back to school? I like my teacher 
and my friends and the library.
What’s your favorite book? I like to read superhero books from 
the library; they have so many books there!

EYE ON THE ISLAND  
(continued from front cover)
zoning law was proposed by a County Council member, removing the 
BZA process from Wetlands Buffer encroachments by mitigation banks. 
If approved, buffer reviews would be handled by the Planning Director, 
with no public input. A decision on the proposed requirement is expected 
by September. 
Residents on the Island remain concerned.   This project would destroy 
freshwater habitat for birds and other animal life; the applicant has 
claimed ownership of the marsh in several documents, (their Corps 
application, their contract with County Council to purchase wetlands 
credits, and in a recorded mitigation easement document), despite a court 
ruling otherwise; and of great concern is the development potential of the 
upland property. It is hoped that an overall solution can be reached that 
would include placing a conservation easement on the property, limiting 
the development on the property. The Wadmalaw Island Land Planning 
Committee (WILPC) is leading efforts on this issue. Stay tuned!

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER  
Advertise Your Business in Wadmalaw and support our island newsletter.  

Business Rates $25/issue or $80 for 4 issues. 
Personal Classified ads are also available. Rates are $10 for up to 25 words.    

Contact our advertising coordinator at 314-703-2053

Scouts making their weekly Woodsmen hike to Charleston Tea Garden while at 
summer camp at Ho Non Wah Boy Scout Camp on Boy Scout Road.



5

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

843-559-3135
3201 Maybank Hwy

John’s Island, SC 29455

www.DrSpacey.com

WILPC minutes summary - 1st Quarter
April 12, 2022 Meeting – Committee Reports
Communication: Our Land Planning Facebook page has 628 
members. The deadline for articles is tomorrow for the May issue of 
the Newsletter. Please send article ideas or event notices to Scott 
Gilmore. 
Education: Frierson Elementary Renovations will begin this summer. 
The school is asking the community for donations. Plans for the next 
school year will be to add two grade levels, 6th and 7th grade. 
Zoning & Environmental: May 2nd at 5PM there will be a BZA meeting 
regarding a variance from the County’s OCRM Setbacks and Buffer 
for the installation of a pool in the Martin’s Point Neighborhood. We 
will submit a letter of opposition. Point Farm Mitigation Bank: WILPC 
and the Coastal Conservation League have asked the SC DHEC 
board to review and reverse the OCRM Staff  permit that was issued 
for the Critical Area proposal. Letters were sent by Representative 
Chardale Murray and Representative Spencer Wetmore in opposition 
to the Point Farm Mitigation Bank, due to claim of saltmarsh that is 
state owned. 
Sheriff Report: March 9th 2022 to April 12th 2022: Guns shots 
reported on 1800 Block Rackity Hall Rd.; a suspicious person was 
reported entering a home on Roseville Rd. The incident is still under 
investigation; a handgun was reported stolen from a vehicle on the 
4800 Block Maybank Hwy., a suspicious person going through and 
moving property in a backyard was reported at the 6200 Block Bears 
Bluff Rd.; property was reported stolen from a docked boat on 2600 
Block Cherry Point Rd.; reported vandalism at the 3700 Block Cherry 
Point Rd. The former employee was fired and put on a trespassing 
notice. To receive the daily report from the Sheriff’s Office, you may 
email Deputy Martinez at mmartinez@charlestoncounty.org to be 
added to the list. 
“Pass the Hat” Contribution to the Community Center: $60
May 10, 2022 Meeting - Committee Reports:
Communication: Land Planning Facebook page has 641 followers/
Wadmalaw Proud Facebook page has 233 followers. The Newsletter 
was published and is online. Send all events and reports to Scott 
Gilmore for the next Newsletter.
Public Works: The County and DOT are taking steps toward trimming 
trees on Wadmalaw; Road patching is occurring on Liberia Rd. and 
Harts Bluff Rd.   Concerns were voiced regarding parking on the 
Church Creek Bridge. 
Zoning & Environmental: May 2nd BZA meeting: a variance from 
the County’s OCRM setbacks in Martin’s Point was denied. Point 
Farm Mitigation Bank: A proposed zoning text amendment to waive 
the County’s OCRM buffer and setback requirements for mitigation 
banks was denied by the Planning Commission. County Council 

Public Hearing was June 21st, and the final council vote will likely be in 
September. The OCRM Critical Area permit was issued March 2nd. An 
appeal was filed with the DHEC Board by SCELP attorneys, on behalf 
of our Land Planning Committee, the Coastal Conservation League, 
and individual parties. The DHEC board affirmed the permit; however, 
based on testimony of marine biologist, Joe Kelley, it was determined 
that a sediment analysis must be performed before work is done. 
Charleston County BZA voted against both variances submitted by 
Point Farm Mitigation Bank, and it is expected to be appealed. Access 
and boundary plats were submitted by the County, all complying with 
zoning requirements: Roseville Rd., Bears Bluff Rd., and Boy Scout 
Rd. 
Sheriff’s Report:  April 22nd to 25th Leadenwah Dr.: An ATV was 
stolen from the residence and was recovered following an accident 
involving the ATV; May 2nd Yellow House Rd.: Vehicles reported 
swerving in the road attempting to hit people. 
Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful: currently there are 140 volunteers. Plans 
are to expand to secondary roads on the Island.  
“Pass the Hat” Contribution to the Community Center: $160
June 14, 2022 Meeting - Committee Reports:
Zoning & Environmental:  Two plats were submitted from the County. 
There were no agenda items from the County Planning Commission 
or the BZA. There has been one notice from DHEC OCRM on the 
installation of a dock. There is no opposition from the committee. 
Point Farm: We will be submitting a position paper in opposition of 
the Point Farm BZA appeal, supporting the BZA denials. The Coastal 
Conservation League is moving to intervene in the appeal.
Sheriff’s Report: There have been several reports of fraud cases. 
The best way to avoid fraud is to not voluntarily give out your personal 
information over the phone to callers claiming to be the federal 
government. Reported fraud case include calls from Amazon and 
the U.S. Treasury Department. A third party think tank is collecting 
citizen input for the Sheriff’s office regarding interactions with the 
communities in unincorporated areas. A form is available to submit 
input. If you have a complaint or issue, please submit them with ideas 
for a solution for that problem. 
Fire Report: for the Month of May: Wadmalaw Island: 31 Incidents; 
Seabrook Island: 33 Incidents; Kiawah Island: 61 Incidents; Johns 
Island: 225 Incidents 
Request for Action from SCDOT - Low hanging branches, specifically 
on Harts Bluff Rd., are not being addressed by SCDOT. Tree trimming 
has taken place on Bears Bluff Road. Road repair is needed in areas 
of Wadmalaw affected by uprooted tree limbs and rain drainage.
Contribution to Community Center: WICC: $47

Lucy Cashel, Aiden Coleman, Kate Parrino, Louise Ham-
mond, their dog Willie at the July 4th parade in Rockville.

LOCAL FARMERS, KITCHENS & ARTISANS

Every Saturday 9:30 - 1:30
On the Charleston Collegiate Campus

2024 Academy Drive, Johns Island
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843-513-2234

WHITEMARSH FARM, LLC
Farm Fresh Gourmet Mushrooms

Available at the Sea Island Farmers Market!

Supporting local business 
is a wonderful way to get 
to know your neighbors, 
to support our fellow 

islanders, and to foster a sense of community. 
LET’S MEET ANOTHER WADMALAW BUSINESS OWNER

Wadmalaw ONLINE
Wadmalaw Isl. Land Planning Committee website: 

www.wilpc.org  
Community Center Facebook: 

Wadmalaw Island Community Center
WILPC Email address: comments@wilpc.org 

Wadmalaw News: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE OF WADMALAW ARE:

WRITERS WANTED
Would you like to write for Wadmalaw?  Do you have a topic you would like to see 
in a future issue?  If so, please contact us at wadmalawnews@gmail.com or write 
to us at Wadmalaw, Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Stuart McDaniel 
Huger Sinkler
Barbara Dotterer 
Robert Siedell

April Long
Melinda Kelley
Dennis Vane
Helen Ravenel

Alys Anne Wiedeke
Andrea Freiwald
Scott Gilmore
Bertha Booker

Don Rutledge
 

Stono Market and Tomato Shed Café, Barbara Ambrose,
Managing Partner
Tell us about Stono Market and Tomato Shed Café: We are 
farmers offering local produce and groceries, a gift shop with lots of 
local artisan goods, and a farm to table café with house baked goods 
and take ‘n’ bake meals. We’re a one stop shop!
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? I grew up on Wadmalaw Island off 
of Yellow House Road on our family farm.
Contact Info: We are located at 842 Main Road on Johns Island and 
our website is www.StonoMarket.com. We can also be reached at 
843.559.9999
What do you love most about Wadmalaw? There is a certain 
calmness that comes over me when I drive over the Church Creek 
bridge. I can’t quite explain it, but it’s that feeling of peacefulness….
it’s what I love most about the island.

Name:   Bill Anderson
Maybank Hwy.  -  Brigade 16
Occupation: 
Retired Navy & SCDNR
Years on Wadmalaw:  
23 Years
Why I am a Brigade member:

 “I appreciate and enjoy how many 
dedicated volunteers are involved to 
KEEP WADMALAW BEAUTIFUL.”

Join over 140 residents from all over the island working together to 
keep our island litter-free. 
Email: KWB at keepwadmalawbeautiful@gmail.com or call/text
843-566-5702 to volunteer.

MEET  KWB  BRIGADE VOLUNTEERS

UPDATE:  
ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE

The invasive beetle is active in approx. 76 square miles of 
quarantined area of the Lowcountry, as close as Hollywood. and 

just over Church Creek, the second-largest quarantined area in the 
USA. More than 5800 trees have been identified in that area and are 
being cut down and removed to two containment areas to control the 
spread. 
Some good news: Wadmalaw Island is not in the direct quarantine 
area and the bug does not nest in and kill oak trees or pines; it 
mainly infests maples, willows, birches and nine other hardwoods. 
Federal and state agencies are working to identify infested trees and 
completely remove them at no cost to property owners.
Property owners are asked 
to check their trees for the 
markers of infestation and 
report any suspicious signs 
of damaged trees: online 
at Clemson.edu/ALB, for 
detailed information about 
signs to look for, pictures 
and maps; by email to 
stopALB@clemson.edu;  
by calling the SC ALB 
Program Office at 843-
973-8329.

Whatever shrimp don’t 
get headed on the boat 
are dumped on the table 
inside the Cherry Point fish 
house where local residents 
make quick work of the 
remaining heads! As the 
summer unfolds, the boats 
are preparing for Labor Day. 
Wherever the shrimp are 
running, that’s where they 
will be to scoop them up!
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Angel Oak Family Medicine
1816 Bohicket Rd, Suite F, JI

843-559-1938   New patients, walk-ins welcome

Medicare, Medicaid & most insurance
~ Open seven days a week ~

Leigh Anne Williams
843-906-7760 / PO Box 234, Johns Island, SC 29457

WilliamsWildlifeRemoval@gmail.com

Williams
  Wildlife
    Removal

 843-212-7893
www.tollistrattoria.com

* Bring in 
this ad and 
receive a 

mini canolli!

If you would like to see the continued publishing 
of this newsletter, please make a contribution by 

sending a check to Wadmalaw News, 
P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Support our WADMALAW newsletter

Years ago, longtime residents will remember that big tomato and 
vegetable truck farms dominated farming on Wadmalaw.  Times have 

changed and today’s island farmers have changed as well.  In this issue, we 
feature Bohicket Farms and Vital Missions whose owners are utilizing very 
different approaches to farming today. 
BOHICKET FARMS
Take a Sunday drive on Hart’s Bluff Road and you will surely notice hundreds 
of big, round bales lined up neatly along the roadway near the Liberia Road 
crossroads. “That’s not hay,” says John Smoak, “it’s straw, and it’s the main 
product of Bohicket Farms.” John and his crew of five grow and sell the 
straw to landscaping companies, which spread it on newly seeded grass to 
hold in the moisture while the seeds germinate. ”We grow winter wheat and 
abruzzi rye in the winter, and then rotate to Sudan sorghum in the summer, 
a straw crop which fixes nitrogen in the soil,” explains John. 
Across the road you’ll see another farm product: rows of beautiful field-grown 
crepe myrtle, magnolia, bald cypress and river birch. Most of these trees, 
along with some large specimen live oaks, are purchased by landscaping 
companies doing mitigation work, but are also available for sale to the public.
John runs a large farming operation, which combines Bohicket Farms 
(formerly Thackeray Farms) with other adjacent old tomato lands, as well 
as hundreds of leased acres on Johns and Yonges Islands. While the 
assortment of farming equipment at Bohicket looks very impressive to the 
visitor, John mentions he has even more equipment scattered around the 
islands. The scale of John’s operation is not surprising, considering he grew 
up on Johns and Wadmalaw Islands with farming on both sides of his family. 
He studied horticulture under mentor Mac Fleming at Trident Tech. 
“The size of farms on Wadmalaw has decreased over the years as tomato 
and vegetable truck farming declined, but the total number of farms now is 
actually increasing,” John notes. “The small 2-3 acre farms we’re seeing 
more of today can provide a good living with low capital investment. Big or 
small, farming is all about finding the right niche.”
Bohicket Farms continues to slowly grow and find its own niches. The 
beautiful sunflowers and corn a visitor to the Hart’s Bluff Road headquarters 
sees are grown using surplus seed from one of John’s side enterprises: 
“growing for the birds.” Local landowners who enjoy dove hunting, but 
may not have the necessary equipment or expertise, hire John to plant 
their fields to attract the birds. John has also been working for two years 
to ready fields of Bermuda hay, which he is cutting for the first time this 
summer and hopes to sell to horse owners on the islands.
But John seems most enthusiastic about his new niche specialty crop: 
peanuts. He dug his first crop by hand in 2021 and plans to soon purchase a 
two-row peanut combine. Developing a marketable product will take time, but 
John hopes to eventually process, and even ship, boiled and roasted peanuts. 

AGRICULTURE ON WADMALAW:   Both Large and Small Farms Thrive 
“Wadmalaw Island is a very special place,” says John. “We’ve done a good 
job so far maintaining the island’s rural character and it’s a pleasure to farm 
here. I hope we can keep it like it is.” 

VITAL MISSIONS FARM
Visit the Charleston Farmers Market downtown on a Saturday or the 
Sunday Brunch Farmers Market on James Island on a Sunday and you’ll 
likely encounter Jeff Siewicki of Vital Mission Farm, handing out samples 
of his Wadmalaw-produced duck prosciutto to eager customers. Wait...did 
somebody say duck prosciutto?
Jeff joined the growing ranks of small niche Wadmalaw farmers about five 
years ago when he and his wife purchased a long, thin 9-acre tract of former 
vegetable land off of Tacky Point Road (he currently farms three). Self-
taught in the principles of regenerative agriculture, Jeff was eager to create 
an ecologically sustainable agricultural system where his flock of poultry 
—  averaging 500-2000 chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys — could be 
rotated through movable paddocks, devouring grass and grubs to reduce 
the cost of feed while improving soil fertility.
As there was no manual for bootstrapping a small pastured poultry 
enterprise, Jeff had to get creative and design equipment and methods to fit 
his scale of production. Traditional farming equipment, like a tractor or grain 
silo, would be overkill — not to mention too expensive. On the other hand, 
backyard poultry equipment from Tractor Supply would be inadequate. So 
everything — from the movable paddocks, to grain storage bins, to feeding 
troughs — had to be invented from scratch using locally sourced materials, 
like PVC pipe and used IBC totes. “It was a long process of trial and error,” 
says Jeff.
Jeff sought out a quality meat processing company to receive the live birds 
and return a wrapped, labeled and frozen product. His local pastured poultry 
and fresh eggs were soon a hit at Charleston area restaurants, where chefs 
appreciated the deeper flavor and better texture of well-exercised birds, 
raised without antibiotics on Wadmalaw’s soil and sunshine.

 Jeff SiewickiJohn Smoak

(continued on back page)
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Do you know someone who throws trash on Wadmalaw roads?
Please help us KEEP WADMALAW BEAUTIFUL.

Reliable weekly sales to 50-60 restaurants helped Jeff’s fledgling 
enterprise gain a strong foothold. But when the Covid-19 pandemic 
hit and many restaurants closed, Jeff quickly realized he needed to go 
beyond wholesaling and branch out into new markets. Plus, Jeff had 
already begun to experience an age-old farming dilemma: wholesale 
customers and middlemen usually reap more financial reward than the 
farmer who produces the crop.
Jeff began exploring local farmer markets as a way to capture more of the 
farm dollar and found he enjoyed the one-on-one customer interactions 
of direct marketing. Developing his niche further he then created a line of 
value-added products: duck prosciutto, duck confit, bone broth, and even 
duck dog treats. True to his principles of sustainable agriculture, almost 
every part of the bird is now utilized. And amazingly, revenue returned to 
the farm per bird has increased 7-fold. 
While Jeff has already accomplished part of the mission of Vital Mission 
Farm -– to make a positive difference by producing healthy food that 
respects animals and improves the soil -– he wants to have an even bigger 
impact by sharing his knowledge with others. “I want to help other new 
small-scale producers around the country avoid the expensive mistakes I 
made by offering seminars and one-on-one coaching,“ he says. 
Please visit Jeff on weekends at the above-mentioned farmers markets. 
Wadmalaw residents can also help support the island’s innovative new 
farmers by word-of-mouth to friends and family and via social media! 

AGRICULTURE ON WADMALAW:   
Both Large and Small Farms Thrive 
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We Love Our Wadmalaw Pets!

As we all know, summers on Wadmalaw Island mean high temperatures 
and major storms which can be hazardous to your pets!

Here are a few suggestions to keep our furry friends happy and healthy! 
PLEASE provide your faithful buddies with plenty of shade and PLENTY 
of water. Water is the most important nutrient and without it, a dog can only 
survive 2 or 3 days before he or she dies!
PLEASE bring your dog inside when possible….a life chained up 
outdoors is not a healthy or happy one. If you know someone who 
needs help in providing safe enclosures for any animal, seek 
assistance from outreach programs associated with Pet Helpers 
843-795-1110 or Charleston Animal Society 843-747-4849. 
Through their programs, 
they are able to build 
modern enclosures and 
shaded structures or 
dog houses, drastically 
altering the lives of 
animals in need. They 
can also provide spay/
neuter surgeries and 
medical services.
PLEASE provide good 
and healthy homes for 
our best Wadmalaw 
companions! A Wadmalaw resident in need


