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Do you know someone who throws trash on Wadmalaw roads?
Please help us KEEP WADMALAW BEAUTIFUL.

ISLAND GARDENING

Gardens come in all sizes on Wadmalaw.

....continued from page 9

Jared Hulteen winter harvesting 
oysters out on the farm.

The recent open air movie at Edith Frierson was enjoyed by island
students and residents

their green thumb in 2021, so people found that all things related to gardening 
were in short supply. Raised garden beds are now in high demand, with some 
going for as much as $2000, installed. Decide to put this in the budget or find 
some plans and make your own.  
Thirdly, spend time with your new “friends”. Get out to your garden to water, 
check for pests, watch for growth, and get some Vitamin D from the sun. 
Spending time in the garden and getting to know your soil will ensure your 
garden has the best chance for high yields.  Finally, if you are still looking for a 
few things to plant this time of year, select any of the following until mid-May: 
most beans and peppers, cucumbers, cantaloupe, okra, radishes, squash, 
and some peas.  
Enjoy your garden. It’s one of the best things about living on the edge of Zone 
9, where there are lots of months to get your hands dirty.

WHICH KWB 
BRIGADE ARE 

YOU ON?
By volunteering just 1.5 hours 

a month, you can make a 
significant contribution to the 

quality of life for everyone 
on Wadmalaw.

Join a Keep Wadmalaw 
Beautiful Litter Brigade near 

your home today!
Call or text 843-566-5702 

to volunteer

...continued on pg. 7
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Each November, the Wadmalaw Island Land 
Planning Committee elects new members to 

serve a 3-year term as old members “roll off” from 
their years of service. Here are the latest members:
Kevin Richbourg last served on the WILPC two 
years ago. He had previously been on the Zoning 
Committee, and led the group as Vice Chairman, 
then Chairman, probably serving over 10 years. 
Since his last term, he built a new home on his 
property and has continued to farm mushrooms, 
which he sells to local restaurants and at the Sea 
Islands Farmer’s Market. He is drawn to the work 
of the committee as it strives to keep Wadmalaw a 
tranquil place to live and raise a family, filled with 
the beauty of nature. Kevin is always eager to meet 
new neighbors who share his love of the island and 
desire to preserve it for future generations.  
Terry Reed, a recruiter with the Charleston County 
Sheriff’s office, has lived on Wadmalaw for 16 years. 
His family history on the island dates back to 1897 

when his grandfather, Clarence Seabrook, was born. 
Terry’s father, Charlie Seabrook, lived on Popcorn 
Haven Road until his passing in 2008. Terry came 
to Wadmalaw by way of his military service. While 
stationed in Beaufort in 1993, he met his father’s 
side of the family and came to realize that “family 
is the bedrock of life”. He fell in love with this rural 
island and decided to make it his home. He wants all 
islanders to embrace and understand the history of 
Wadmalaw and the zoning and land use behind it that 
will preserve its natural beauty for future generations. 
He wants everyone to have a will, and to understand 
the laws of heirs’ property. 
Craig Sovilla has lived on Wadmalaw since February 
2021 after buying property in 2018. He and his wife 
were drawn to the peace, tranquility and slower 
pace of living here. He calls it a “family community 
of neighbors helping neighbors.” Craig feels that the 
most important issue is keeping Wadmalaw rural. He 

NEW WILPC MEMBERS BEGIN TERMS

...continued on pg. 7

February 2022

Since the sale of the 2000+ acre Point 
Farm property on Wadmalaw along the 

Leadenwah Creek and the North Edisto 
River, much has happened! The new owners 
applied for a “Mitigation Bank Permit” from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2018. 
Due to the complicated process, the permit 
is partially, but not completely, finalized. The 
State is also involved, through a “Critical 
Area” permit request with the S.C. DHEC 
- Office of Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM), and Charleston County will likely 
weigh in through its Board of Zoning Appeals. 
A Mitigation Bank is a type of business venture 
that sells “mitigation credits” to developers, 
including governments, when they build 
projects in other areas that disturb wetlands.When a developer has a project that involves harming freshwater 
or saltwater wetlands, the developer can buy “credits” elsewhere to mitigate the harm caused to the disturbed 
wetlands. Credits are sold for thousands of dollars each. According to the Corps of Engineers, this Mitigation 
Bank, if given final approval, can sell over 440 credits from the tidal marsh adjacent to the Point Farm land. 
The Wadmalaw Island Land Planning Committee, other organizations, and many Wadmalaw residents voiced 
opposition to the Mitigation Bank Permit and the associated OCRM Critical Area permit at a November 2021 
OCRM Public Hearing. Here’s why:
1) First, although this marshland will not be “developed” in the normal sense, the work involved in the proposal, 
redesigning the marsh and wetland areas for this mitigation bank business is substantial, creating environmental 

EYE ON THE ISLAND



WADMALAW ISLAND 
CHURCHES

Grace Chapel
Chapel of Ease of 
St. John’s Church
Rockville Township
Services in June, July and 
August at 9:00 AM

Little Rock Baptist Church
6522 Maybank Highway
Rev. James Peterson, Pastor
Services at 11:30 AM
Bible study and prayer on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

New Bethlehem 
Baptist Church
1945 Liberia Road
Rev. Zachary Williams
Services at 11:00 AM

New Jerusalem AME Church
6179 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Tony J. Slater, Jr., Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

New St. James Bethel 
AME Church
5305 Maybank Highway
Rev. William R. Jones, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

New Webster United 
Methodist Church
4755 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Pattie E. Gordon, Pastor
Rev. Shamond Riddy, Director     
   of Visitation
Services at 10:15 AM

Rockville Presbyterian Church
2479 Sea Island Yacht Club Road
Rev. Fred Hope, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

Salem Baptist Church
5768 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Martha Florence Brown,     
  Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM

Salem Presbyterian Church
5591 Maybank Highway
Rev. Robert L. Capers, Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM on 2nd 
and 4th Sundays, 9:30 AM on 
1st and 3rd.
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Wadmalaw is a non-profit publication distributed to all Wadmalaw postal addresses quarterly (February, 
May,  August and November) supporting Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB), the Wadmalaw Island 

Land Planning Committee (WILPC), and the Wadmalaw Community Center (WICC).   
For advertising or editorial contributions/suggestions, contact us at:  

P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487 or online at: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

Feb 8th:   Wadmalaw Island Land Planning 
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Feb 20th:   Cherry Point Litter Sweep @ 2PM
Feb 26th:  Cork Shuckin’ Oyster Festival @   
                     Deepwater Vineyard @ 10AM-5PM   
March 8th: Wadmalaw Island Land Planning   
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Apr 11-15th:  Charleston School District Spring Break
Apr 12th:  Wadmalaw Island Land Planning   
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
May 15th:   Cherry Point Litter Sweep @ 2PM
In order to keep the community informed of 
events on the island, we are proud to launch our 
new community calendar!  Our next calendar will 
cover May thru August, so please send any public 
events that you would like include to Scott Gilmore 
at ScottGilmore@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Emilie Ann Towles Davis has spent her entire life 
on Wadmalaw Island…90 wonderful years! Her 

memories of growing up off of Bear’s Bluff Road on 
Martin’s Point Plantation are vivid, colorful, historical 
and abundant. She shared some of her stories with us. 
Lots of local news poured off that side of the island back 
in the day. The original post mistress, Miss Josie, and 
her sister Miss Ella, the switchboard operator, were 
located on Martin’s Point and were Emilie’s aunts. 
Between them, they knew everything that went on 
around Wadmalaw.
Bing Jenkins Store was a nearby gathering place that 
sold gas and kerosene, had lots of penny candy but 
operated without electricity. Emilie remembers Jeff 
Townsend, who lived nearby on Tacky Point Road 
(named for the roaming Marsh Tacky horses) selling 
his shucked oysters, shrimp, crab and vegetables. She 
also recalls seeing Towney Hart, who every day, rain or 
shine, would motor out and fill up the inland waterway 
kerosene lights to keep them burning.
Martin’s Point was also buzzing with passengers 
embarking for Yonge’s Island on the Mary Draper, which 

Remembering Wadmalaw History
Emilie Ann Towles Davis Recalls years past on Bluff Road Road

was captained by Bill Stevens. Produce grown on the 
island was shipped out for distribution throughout the 
southeast, including 
the renowned 
Wakefield cabbage, 
developed and 
grown by Emilie’s 
grandfather, Francis 
Winfield Towles.
Emilie has fond 
memories of the two-
room schoolhouse 
she attended through 
7th grade on Liberia 
Road.  She also has 
some not so fond 
memories of being pulled by a tractor from Martin’s 
Point to Nine Mile Fork to meet the John’s Island High 
School bus each day.
Emilie grew up to marry Miley Davis and raise four 
children on Wadmalaw. She is a true local treasure with 
many stories to tell.

Emilie Ann Towles, probably age 
six, in front of 2-room school house.

NEWS YOU CAN USE
FREE WELL WATER TESTING FOR SENIORS
Did you know that the South Carolina Department 
of Health and Environmental Control (SC DHEC) 
will provide FREE well water testing once a year 
for homeowners over 65 years of age? 
Seniors can request a free comprehensive test 
kit, which tests for metals and minerals, and a 
second kit that tests for bacteria. 
Please contact DHEC at (843) 953-0150 or 
visit their office at 1362 McMillian Avenue, 
Suite 300, Charleston, to pick up the water 
sample collection kits.  Fees are usually $50 
for the metals and minerals test and $20 for the 
bacteria test, but these will be FREE if you are 
over 65 years old and show a driver’s license 
or other federal ID. This is a great benefit for 
all seniors!

Since the first Cherry Point sweep in October of 2020, volunteers have removed over 4600 pieces of trash 
from the Bohicket Creek landing.  Join everyone at 2:00 PM on the following Sundays for the 2022 Cherry 

Point Landing Sweeps, hosted by Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful.   Please watch the Wadmalaw Island Facebook 
pages for announcements, as dates may change in case of inclement weather. Additional sweeps may be 
added to the calendar. It’s a family-friendly event. Together we can make a difference! 

• February 20         • May 15         • July 10        • October 9

2022 Quarterly Cherry Point Landing Litter Sweeps
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Angel Oak Family Medicine
1816 Bohicket Rd, Suite F, JI

843-559-1938   New patients, walk-ins welcome

Medicare, Medicaid & most insurance
~ Open seven days a week ~

Leigh Anne Williams
843-906-7760 / PO Box 234, Johns Island, SC 29457

WilliamsWildlifeRemoval@gmail.com

Williams
  Wildlife
    Removal

 843-212-7893
www.tollistrattoria.com

* Bring in 
this ad and 
receive a 

mini canolli!

If you would like to see the continued publishing 
of this newsletter, please make a contribution by 

sending a check to Wadmalaw News, 
P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Support our WADMALAW newsletter

ISLAND GARDENING

We’re blessed to live in a region that offers so many options for year-round 
gardening, but as the old saying goes, “Failure to plan is planning to fail.” 

This is especially true in our (nearly) post-pandemic world. Many of us went to 
purchase seeds in February only to realize that the tomato we wanted to try 
was sold out. Maybe we just waited too long. Here are a few helpful hints for 
preparing for your summer vegetable garden on Wadmalaw Island.  
First, think about who is going to take care of the garden, and plant accordingly.  
If you have kids or grandkids, and they really love cherry tomatoes or snap 
peas – go big on them!  Developing a love of gardening can start at a very early 
age, and those memories of enjoying the fruits of your labor right off the vine 
leave an indelible mark for years to come. Or, if you have a drive to create the 
best salsa on the island – plant for that success.  Whatever your garden means 
to you, make it your own. 
Second, plan your seasonal planting and order seeds early. There’s nothing 
worse than going to purchase your new Hasta la Pasta Spaghetti Squash 
seeds only to find them sold out. Even worse is not having a place ready to 
plant.  The pandemic caused a lot of people to realize they’d like to cultivate 

KWB Efforts Achieving 
Strong Results

Longtime residents of Wadmalaw will remember that just 4 years ago 
Wadmalaw roads were extremely littered.  Due to the efforts of Keep 

Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB), litter is now the exception, not the rule.   More 
than 130 residents volunteer their time each month on a ‘brigade’ responsible 
for one of 15 designated sections of major island roads.   Their efforts, together 
with the support of island residents, have reduced the weekly litter collected 
by 40% over the past two years.  But 
further reduction is still possible.   If you 
know a family member or friend who 
throws trash on our roads, please ask 
them to stop.   And, if you drive a pick-
up truck, please ensure that you never 
leave paper, plastic bags or other light 
articles in the bed of your truck that will 
become litter when it blows out.
If you have just 1.5 hours a month 
to volunteer and help protect the 
beauty of our island, contact us at 
keepwadmalawbeautiful@gmail.com 
or text/call 843-566-5702.  Unable to 
physically assist KWB on a brigade?  
You can still support our KWB.  A donation of just $45 will cover the cost of a 
new volunteer’s needed equipment and supplies.  Donations are tax deductible 
and may be sent to KWB at P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487.

Getting ‘cleaner’ every month!

Just driving the Esau Jenkins Memorial Bridge over Church Creek triggers 
a calming effect for most Wadmalaw residents. For some, that sentiment 

is further enhanced with a stop by the side of the road to throw in a line and 
revel in the tranquility of fishing, crabbing, or shrimping that this treasured 
spot has to offer.  Not surprisingly, many fishermen (and women) on the 
bridge prefer to keep their trade secrets to themselves, but the unanimous 
consensus is that this bridge is something special.  Whether you’re throwing 
a line in to disturb the glass-like surface of the water as you watch the 
sunrise, or practicing with a cast net as you marvel at the colors that dance 
in the sunset on the opposite side, the same feeling emerges: there is peace 
to be found on that bridge.  
No matter which direction a boat travels on the waterway below the bridge, 
it will reach the ocean. This makes it a unique and special place to fish, 
crab, and shrimp.  The number of anglers on the bridge is higher during 
low tide, as is typical of tidal waterways.  It stands to reason that the odds 
are better when the lower water levels push the catch into a smaller area. 
Seasoned anglers know this and capitalize on that fact.  In addition to tides, 
temperature plays a big part in the opportunity for a good catch. Cooler is 
better. Turns out, right now is a very prolific season for Church Creek. Keep 
your eyes open for friends who fish from the bridge and those who venture 
under it searching for crabs and shrimp.  Better yet, pack a rod and reel and 
make a stop the next time you see a low tide and amazingly painted sky – 
the bridge is open to all and has room for everyone. 

When You See People Fishing, 
You’re Home

Daily sight – trying their luck …..

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER  
Advertise Your Business in Wadmalaw and support our island newsletter.  

Business Rates $25/issue or $80 for 4 issues. 
Personal Classified ads are also available. Rates are $10 for up to 25 words.    

Contact our advertising coordinator at 314-703-2053
....continued on back cover
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843-513-2234

WHITEMARSH FARM, LLC
Farm Fresh Gourmet Mushrooms

Available at the Sea Island Farmers Market!

Audacy Creative Arts Preschool, Cheryl Bennett, Director/Owner
About Audacy: We offer quality 
childcare and educational 
services for young children from 
birth to age 4. We have a vibrant 
learning environment committed 
to creativity and the exploration 
of each student’s natural artistic 
talent. The arts infuse our entire 
curriculum. They enrich our 
learning experiences, promote 

social development, foster academic achievement, and build self-
confidence.
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? My husband, David, and I have lived 
on Wadmalaw for 16 years.
Contact Info: Visit our website at www.audacycap.net or call 843-637-3135.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw? I love the peaceful, 
natural environment of Wadmalaw Island.

Supporting local business is a wonderful way to get to know your neighbors, to 
support our fellow islanders, and to foster a sense of community. 

LET’S MEET MORE OF OUR WADMALAW BUSINESSES…! 
Deep Water Vineyard, Andrea Freiwald, Owner/CEO

About Deep Water Vineyard:  
We’re proud to own Deep Water 
Vineyard, Charleston’s only 
working winery. There is wine for 
every palate, and lots to do for 
the whole family including lawn 
games, animals to see, and a 
gift shop.  We like to use local 

fruit and honey for our wine and meads, so if there’s a crop you grow, we’d 
love to try and feature it in our products
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? We moved to Wadmalaw from Mt. 
Pleasant with our three small boys to start our “retirement dream” (about 
30 years too early). All along the way, we kept thinking “this is never going 
to work out.” In the end, Jesse and I looked at each other and said “Well, I 
guess we’re doing this...did we just buy a zoo?”
Contact Info:  6775 Bears Bluff Road or call 843-559-6867. Visit our 
website at  www.DeepWaterVineyard.com
What do you love most about Wadmalaw?  The tranquility of the early 
morning sunrises and evening sunsets, followed by dazzling night skies. 
Nature is what makes Wadmalaw such a unique gem.

There’s No Better Time 
Than Now To Build Your 

Dream Home

Michael-Devin Homes
843-714-5639

michaeldevinhomes@gmail.com
A Wadmalaw Island Resident

About Whitemarsh Farm:  I grow fresh 
oyster mushrooms, and I also offer 
fruiting kits (mushroom futures, grow your 
own) and mushroom powder (used for 
seasoning).
Your Connection to Wadmalaw?   I am 
fortunate to have grown up on Wadmalaw. 
I moved here in 1969, the year I started 
first grade.  
Contact Info:  The best way to reach 
me is to call or text, 843-513-2234, email 
krichbourg@comcast.net or at https://
www.facebook.com/whitemarshfarm.  I 

am often at the Sea Island Farmers Market on Saturday mornings 
selling my kits and a variety of harvested mushrooms.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw?  Aside from the obvious 
beauty and tranquility, I love our sense of community.  It grows and 
strengthens.

Professionally Altered Interiors Naturally Transformed

Mobile: 240-585-3674
painteverything@yahoo.com

FREE ESTIMATES!
pleasepainteverything.com

Owner: THEODORE WILSON

Whitemarsh Farm, LLC, Kevin Richbourg, Cultivator

Wadmalaw ONLINE
Wadmalaw Isl. Land Planning Committee website: 

www.wilpc.org  
Community Center Facebook: 

Wadmalaw Island Community Center
WILPC Email address: comments@wilpc.org 

Wadmalaw News: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE OF WADMALAW ARE:

WRITERS WANTED
Would you like to write for Wadmalaw?  Do you have a topic you would like to see 
in a future issue?  If so, please contact us at wadmalawnews@gmail.com or write 
to us at Wadmalaw, Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Stuart McDaniel 
Huger Sinkler
Barbara Dotterer 
Robert Siedell

April Long
John Shannon
Dennis Vane
Dory Ingram

Alys Anne Wiedeke
Andrea Freiwald 
Scott Gilmore
Bertha Booker

Claudia Boyce 
Grace Johnson
Melinda Kelley

bees in winter

Our amazing plant diversity in South Carolina offers year-round foraging 
opportunities for honeybees, even in the dead of winter.  Many other 

climates in the United States cannot support these pollinators during the 
colder months.  How bees survive during the winter is a mystery to many 
people. Opening a hive to look in and see what they are doing will release 
all of their carefully maintained warmth, and kill the colony.  Here are a few 
things we do know about how they get through this difficult time.
Male bees (drones) are kicked out of the hive or die off as temperatures 
begin to drop in the fall.  As nature would have it, their only purpose in 
the colony is to mate with the queen. She suspends this activity over the 
winter, so the drones die instead of endangering the entire hive by hanging 
around. The other bees work tirelessly year-round, taking care of the 
queen and maintaining the hive throughout the colder months. It is their 
job to keep their queen warm and happy. Bees need honey supplies to last 
them through these months of fewer flowers. Having “extra” bees around 
such as drones, would take this food away from the others who do all the 
work. In milder climates such as ours, if the temperature sneaks above 
50-55 degrees, the bees will become more active and try to forage nectar 
or do some hive maintenance such as cleaning out debris, or dead bees.  
When the temperatures dip below 50, they huddle in the hive around the 
queen in a “winter cluster”. Their goal is to keep the temperature in the high 
80’s, or even 90’s, by flapping their wings and acting like a moving blanket 
of warmth for their queen.  

RESIDENT PROFILE:  
Sherman Mack

A third-generation shrimper born and raised on Wadmalaw Island, 
Sherman Mack loves the water and the Lowcountry, and expresses 

much of that love through his art.
In charge of all off-loadings and packing at Cherry Point Seafood, 
Sherman is their number one man. His grandfather, Washy Wasington, 
shrimped out of that dock in the sixties and seventies, while his 
grandmother, Tina, headed the catch. Sherman started some twenty 
years ago with his dad Herman “Bosco” Mack on Travis Aycock’s trawler 
Lord Willin’ and has been there ever since. He has also worked on 
other shrimp boats seen at Cherry Point such as Happy Jack, Carolina 
Girls, and Tina Marie.
Sherman’s mother, Sharon 
Mack, who was hearing 
impaired, communicated 
with her son through sign 
language and used artwork 
to help explain math 
equations to him. His artistic 
talent was recognized at St. 
John’s High School, where 
he was greatly inspired 
by his art teacher Donna 
Dowling and local artist Ann 
Folly, who gave him his first 
set of watercolors. Sherman 
has grown from a “starving 
artist” to an established one, selling his art through commissions, at 
Cherry Point Seafood, and at Sunrise Bistro on Johns Island.
His job at the dock is his main occupation, but he aspires to grow and 
sell his art throughout the Wadmalaw and Charleston areas.

Sherman Mack with one of his watercolors.
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14th Annual Feeding of the 
Multitude  

The 14th Annual Feeding of the Multitude was held on St. John’s Parish 
Church grounds on the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  People from 

24 churches worked and prayed for months to make this happen. Instead 
of their usual sit-down Thanksgiving Feast with entertainment, community 
outreach booths and prayer rooms, COVID caused them to once again 
have a drive-through food pick-up of turkeys and bags of groceries. 
People from all over the islands donated 1350 bags of groceries 
(ingredients for a Thanksgiving meal for four).  Thanks to the generous 
donations of individuals, churches and other organizations, the team was 
able to purchase 1000 frozen turkeys, with Food Lion gift cards for when 
the turkeys ran out. 
In addition, teams of people from 16 churches delivered 250 plated meals 
to home-bound people and bags/turkeys to people without transportation.  
Debra Commodore from New Jerusalem, and Miles Hanckel from St. 
John’s Parish, took charge of cooking these meals, which were distributed 
from Faith Lutheran Church on Johns Island. 
A large team took meals, bags and turkeys to all residents in Rural Housing. 
Another team took bags and turkeys to the Latino families and men living in 
the migrant camps. Again this year, Pet Helpers and The Charleston Animal 
Society gave away pet food (Feeding our Multitude of Pets) and information 
on spaying and neutering animals.
Audrey Mack, from New St. James Bethel AME, headed up the prayer 
team operation, which had a call-in prayer line and Facebook live-streaming 
prayer from 12:00-3:00 p.m., with ministers and lay-people from numerous 
churches leading 30-minute prayer segments. 
All turkeys were given away and only a few bags were left by 3:00 p.m.  
These were picked up by the Wadmalaw and Johns Island Food Banks and 
the Wadmalaw Community Center.  By 4:00 p.m. all food was gone.  Over 
5600 people in need were fed on this day. It was a modern-day “Loaves and 
Fishes” experience, and an answer to prayer. 
The Feeding is about serving our neighbors with love and respect, and 
nourishing bodies and souls.  Claudia Boyce, chairperson, said they are 
grateful for the relationships that have developed over the years as they 
prepare for this event. “We have evolved from a team of strangers from 
different cultures to a group of friends who love and trust each other. We 
are united in our love for Christ.” 
Twenty-four churches from the surrounding area support this successful 
community outreach, including five from our island.   Participating 
Wadmalaw churches were New Jerusalem AME, New Webster UMC,   
Rockville Presbyterian, New St. James Bethel and Salem Baptist

...continued on pg. 6

Zion Jones and Divine Jones 
volunteering their support during 
Feeding the Multitudes.

Katherine Simmons, New St James 
Bethel, Ann Edenfield, St. John’s Parish 
supported the FTM effort.



people nominated: Gregory Cushing, Kevin Richbourg, Leroy Robinson, 
Craig Sovilla, Terry Reed Seabrook, Robert Siedell 
Other Notes:
Chili cookoff on January 29th at the Community Center. Contact Gregory 
Cushing with questions or if you want to participate.
Rational Roads Initiative focused on improvements to Main Rd. addressing 
traffic, crashes, & fatalities. Facebook page & website: www.rationalroads.org.
Tree Trimming/Cutting - Efforts have been made to contact SC Department of 
Transportation. Concerned community members: Neil Williams – a trucker from 
Wadmalaw requests that highway management and DOT cut the trees back 
to 15ft high and 6 ft. from the road. Terry Reed Seabrook, a Charleston County 
Sheriff’s deputy, states that if it were necessary for the Mobile Command Unit to 
access Wadmalaw, it would be in danger of damage from trees. 
Phone Service - For better phone service coming on and off Wadmalaw, turn on 
your Wi-Fi feature for a better signal. 
DECEMBER 
New Committee Members: Four members left the Committee: Henry Holst, 
Chris Johnson, Bertha Middleton, and Arthur Rivers. Four new members 
elected: Terry Seabrook, Craig Sovilla, Leroy Robinson, and Kevin Richbourg. A 
5th member, Robert Siedell, was also elected as the result of the resignation of 
Sarah Regan. Melinda Kelley was elected as Chair, John Taylor as Vice-Chair, 
and Grace Johnson as Secretary. 
Rockville Liaison: No report. (All is well) 
Johns Island: Johns Island Task Force is looking for volunteers. Next meeting 
is January 6. The owner of KJ’s on Main Rd and Maybank Hwy is not planning 
to renew the lease on the building. The Berkeley Electric Company building 
may be leased starting January 1st. Portions of the building will be rented out 
as office space. 
Zoning & Land Use:
Plats - One plat was submitted by the County Planning Department for property 
on Cherry Point Rd. It showed a modified Critical Area Line that was previously 
submitted with a variance request that we opposed and the BZA recently denied.
Critical area was decreased after being resubmitted to OCRM. Critical lines 
are good for five years.  Potential zoning applicants are encouraged by County 
Planning to come to Wadmalaw Island Land Planning Committee meetings 
to present proposals. WILPC decides whether to support or oppose their 
applications. 
Zoning Change/ Land Petition
Request by Wadmalaw resident Steven Brantley to rezone land on Bears Bluff 
from AGR to AG-15 went before the Planning Commission on December 13, 
which we supported. If rezoned, Mr. Brantley plans to combine the property with 
existing AG-15 property that he owns. Properties need to have the same zoning 
to be combined. Brantley intends to place a Conservation Easement on the 
property once it is rezoned and combined.
Point Farm Investors  - A second public hearing was held by OCRM. Many 
spoke against the OCRM Critical Area Permit application and the associated 
Mitigation Bank request. No updates and no OCRM decisions were made. 
SC House Bill Proposal - A SC House Bill was filed (HB 4547) which would remove 
Short Term Rental businesses from municipal and county Zoning and place 
them under State regulations.  A template letter has been drafted to circulate to 
the House Judiciary Committee, which is the Committee first voting on this Bill. 
The letter should be sent to Rep. Chris Murphy, Chair of the committee. A vote 
was approved to send a letter of opposition from WILPC on this bill.  
Bolt Treehouse Property - The property is currently still for sale. Groups have 
approached the Planning Department regarding the property with the intent 
of using it as a short-term rental property. The County has changed its zoning 
laws, disallowing “dwelling groups” for short-term rentals. They now require 
this property to be subdivided, and each unit to be owner-occupied, in order to 
operate short-term rental businesses on agriculturally zoned properties. 

OCTOBER
Rockville: (Henry Holst)
King’s store has reopened as Hum’s Grocery at King’s Store, and is doing well.  
There was a Boat Landing clean-up on Sunday, October 17th. 
Communication: (Scott Gilmore)
The Wadmalaw Island Proud Facebook group was launched on October 8th. 
Newsletter will be mailed out November 1st. 
Zoning: (Melinda Kelley)
No Wadmalaw issues for Planning Commission and Zoning Board. 
A virtual Public Hearing was held by OCRM September 28th for the Point 
Farm Critical Area Permit Request, associated with the mitigation bank permit 
request. There were technical problems. In-person meeting to be held at the 
community center. Date TBA. No plats submitted by the county. 
Education: (Terrilynn Durham)
Principals from the local schools asked for community support. Teachers are 
overwhelmed and need help from the community. All schools in the area need 
substitute teachers. Interested can apply at the Charleston County website. 
Frierson Elementary:
Renovations started this past summer. Montessori program will be expanding. 
Enrollment increased to over 150 students. The Alpha Phi Alpha alumni 
chapters have donated 300 new books to the library. New playground for the 
upper grade students has been built, lower grade playground will be renovated 
in November. Berkeley Electric Co-op has donated stumps for outdoor seating. 
Six new benches were donated anonymously for outdoor classes. 
Nomination Committee: (Kathie Seabrook)
By the end of December, 4 committee members will be rolling off. Five names 
have been submitted to fill these positions. 
Other Notes: The Community Garden cleanup was successful. 
NOVEMBER
Communication: 
The Wadmalaw Island Newsletter came out. The Wadmalaw Proud & 
Committee Facebook pages doing well.
Zoning:
No information on Wadmalaw from the Planning Commission. No new plats 
have been submitted. Point Farm Mitigation Bank. WILPC opposes the request 
as it stands. Three points of objection: 
Land ownership of the marshlands is in question and presumed state owned. 
Plans to convert freshwater pond and wetlands to tidal marsh will destroy 
existing wildlife habitat. Proposal does not include enough land protected by a 
conservation easement.
Environmental:
Sand Mine - Information is still inconclusive as to whether new plans will be 
submitted to DHEC. Deadline for public comment has been extended to 2025. 
Mitigation Bank & OCRM Permit Request. The second OCRM public hearing 
was held on November 8.  Two separate permit processes: Corp of Engineers is 
handling the Mitigation Bank Instrument and the Mitigation Bank permit process. 
OCRM of DHEC is reviewing a permit request for critical area approval to make 
alterations to the marsh at Point Farm.  Comments were due by November 
22nd at 5:00 PM. A website was linked to the Committee Facebook page to the 
DHEC website explaining the details of the proposal.
Education:
Frierson Elementary - Staff wish list: Creation of an upper grade flower garden.
Plants, flowers, or seeds are needed. Permanent benches for the upper grade 
playground.  
November 18th - Memorial walk for the late student Nevaeh Butler. Donations 
will go towards the purchase of benches in her memory.Cash, check or money 
orders accepted. 
Community Center:
Events hosted by the Community Center: Plantations Singers - Veterans’ Day 
Nominating Committee: Four committee members will be rolling off. Six 
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states that it is important to keep unwanted industry and commercial 
development off the island. He grew up on Johns Island, and has seen 
what can happen when growth is left unchecked. 
Terrilynn Durham is a native of Wadmalaw who is very passionate 
about her island heritage. The WILPC Mission Statement really resonates 
with her. “To preserve and maintain the unique and cherished character 
of Wadmalaw Island by encouraging only the most appropriate and 
sustainable land use and development is where my heart is”, she states. 
She is chairman of the Education Committee and has been an educator 
for over 20 years. She currently works as an Adoption Specialist at 
Lowcountry Adoption. She has 2 sons, Tevin and Tyler, and is a member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. She loves to sing, especially gospel. “The 
most important issue on the island today is to maintain the natural beauty 
of Wadmalaw and keep the investors away,” she expressed.
Leroy Robinson grew up on Wadmalaw off of Katy Hill Road. He 
played football for Johns Island High School, South Carolina State, 
and the Philadelphia Eagles. Actively involved in the community, 
he has coached high school football and tutored elementary school 
students. He always encourages others to “dream big”. Leroy has 
previously served as Chairman of the WILPC. 
Robert Siedell is returning to WILPC after leaving in 2020. He enjoyed 
his previous term on the communications committee and believes that 
WILPC provides an important community service. Robert has kept 
active as chair for Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB) and publisher of 
the Wadmalaw newsletter. He just completed 4 years as president of 
the Charleston Symphony Board. Robert is drawn to serve by what he 
feels is an urgent need to protect the rural character and culture of the 
island, and urges all residents to support this goal.

NEW WILPC MEMBERS BEGIN TERMS

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

843-559-3135
3201 Maybank Hwy

John’s Island, SC 29455

www.DrSpacey.com

MILITARY MEMORIAL NOW AT WICC

The Flag Memorial erected beside Maybank Highway in August
of 2021 now has a permanent home at the Wadmalaw Island 

Community Center on Katy Hill Road.
The memorial was created and constructed by island resident Gregory 
Cushing with the help of his father, Greg, and the support of many 
contributors. 
Each side of the memorial honors members of our armed services.
On one side are flags of the United States Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force and Coast Guard.
A second side has flags honoring the 13 service members killed in 
Afghanistan in August of 2021. It was this event that prompted Gregory 
to create the memorial.
On a third side are flags honoring those who are classified as Missing in 
Action or Prisoners of War from all American conflicts.
The last side has an olive tree, which represents peace. There is a 
bench dedicated to every service member and veteran, past, present, 
and future, who have called Wadmalaw their home. 
Thank you, Greg, for this beautiful tribute to veterans everywhere.

Name:   Delores Mack
Maybank Hwy.  -  Brigade 14
Occupation: Retired Charleston 
County Teaching Assistant
Years on Wadmalaw:  70 Years
Why I am a Brigade member:

 “I love to see island highways free of trash.”

Email: KWB at keepwadmalawbeautiful@gmail.com or call/text 
843-566-5702  to volunteer

MEET  KWB  BRIGADE VOLUNTEERS

EYE ON THE ISLAND 
(continued from front cover)
impacts. One problem is that the proposal includes converting and 
destroying acreage of freshwater wetlands that have served as valuable 
habitat for birds and other kinds of animal life for many years. 
2)Another objection regards the question of ownership of the marshland 
involved.  Although the deed to the property includes a large amount of 
tidal marshland (1149 acres), in an effort to “prove ownership” the owners 
claimed in Court that they had “King’s Grant” title. The Court ruled against 
them last year, and determined that the marsh is not privately owned. The 
Committee and others, including several state legislators, objected to having 
private companies make financial profits from state-owned marshlands on our 
Island through the sale of mitigation credits! This would set a bad precedent on 
Wadmalaw and elsewhere along the entire South Carolina coast.
3)The last objection raised by the Land Planning Committee and the others, 
is that the applicants are proposing only minor upland/highland buffers and 
conservation easement areas for the land adjacent to the marsh areas 
that would be part of the Mitigation Bank. This would leave much of the 
highland property available for actual development, creating the potential 
of stormwater pollutant run-off that could enter and damage the wetlands. If 
the permits are given final approval, the hope of the concerned groups and 
residents is that the Point Farm owners will place a sizable conservation 
easement on the land.
Stay tuned as more information becomes available. 



Emily Hertz Chadwell on Mr. Big in the 
in the US Hunter Jumper Association 
International Hunter Derby at the Gulf 
Coast Winter Classic in Gulfport, MS.
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Your Adventure Awaits - Dove Hunting & 
Duck Hunting Trips to Argentina!

Robert Hallett - Director of Argentina Sales
robert@sportingadv.com             1601 Shop Road, St. 1

Columbia, SC 29201Phone: 803-543-9807

Family Owned & Operated • Where you’re a neighbor, not a number

5www.AtlanticPest.com            (843) 795-4010

T-Shirts, Napkins,
and Cups

Contact Jayne
843.609.6033

Happy Lempesis of H&J Horse Farm with Chip.

With its open spaces and miles of trails, Wadmalaw is an ideal 
place to train horses and teach riding.  Here are three equestrian 

establishments that operate on the island.
Happy Lempesis operates H&J Horse Farm.  He has lived on Wadmalaw 
for 43 years, and has been at his present location for 22 years.  He trains 
and breeds cutting horses, which can “cut” a cow from a herd and keep 
it apart.  To do so, the horse must anticipate which way the steer is going 
to move, and keep its eyes on it at all times. The horse literally mirrors the 
cow’s movements, and can do this on its own when the rider “gives it its 
head” and doesn’t try to guide it. These horses are smaller in size than 
hunters and have a gentle quality.  Happy owns some of the horses on his 
farm while others are sent by their owners to be trained.  He keeps nine 
horses and some cattle on his nine acres.
Cutting dates to the 1800s, 
when mounted cowboys had to 
“cut” steers out of herds.  The 
cowboys were soon betting 
on whose horse was better 
at the task.  Today, there are 
competition cutting events 
for different classes of riders 
(amateur, non-professional and 
open class/trainers) held around 
the country.  Happy loves the 
business and his goal is to keep 
the sport alive.  He first discovered cutting in 1983 by watching the August 
Futurity, considered the largest quarter-horse cutting event east of the 
Mississippi. Nine years later, he began competing.
Happy Lempesis, H&J Horse Farm, 5726 Bears Bluff Road 
happylempesis@gmail.com 

Emily Hertz Chadwell is owner and head trainer of Ramsman Equestrian, 
which is s a hunter/jumper boarding and training facility that provides 
expert training for all levels of horse and rider. Their horses regularly 
compete on circuits throughout the southeast. “I have over 20 years of 
experience training horses and riders, and have ridden and coached to 
top finishes at local and national finals,” she says. “In our training, we take 
into account the individuality of each horse and develop a program to help 
both horse and rider reach their full potential.  We also strive to provide the 
best possible care for our horses.”  The stable has a lesson program open 
to riders of all levels who do not own their own horses.
Originally from Vermont, Emily started Ramsman Equestrian in 2015 and 
opened the training facility on Wadmalaw in June of 2020. She occupies 
40 acres and can board 24 horses – 12 in pasture and 12 in stalls. 
Before coming to Wadmalaw, she was the manager and head trainer at 

Kiawah River Stables on Johns Island, and trained at Spring Mill Farm in 
Memphis before that. Her whole life has been all things equestrian. She 
prides herself on the care she provides for the horses at Ramsman, and 
says she treats them all like they’re her own. 

Emily Hertz Chadwell 
Ramsman Equestrian, LLC
2355 Leadenwah Drive
ramsmanequestrian@gmail.com

Jamie Rardin, from Mt. Pleasant, took over Rosebank Stables in 
February of 2021 after outgrowing her family-owned farm in Huger. 
Like Ramsman, Rosebank is a hunter/jumper training facility. Her work 
at Rosebank specializes in the importing, training and sales of young 
horses, although Rosebank does offer boarding, training and showing 
for all levels of hunter/jumpers. “It is a great place to train young horses: 
there is a grass ring, a sand ring and lots of trails. It gives the horses a 
well-rounded education before sending them out on the show circuit”.  
The business has seen a surge in demand for horses during Covid.  
More people wanted to ride, and many wanted better horses. Jamie 
buys horses in Europe and Canada, and her buyers come from all over 
the country.
Rardin grew up riding and showing on circuits up and down the 
East Coast.  After receiving her Master’s degree in History from the 
University of Charleston and the Citadel Graduate College, she traveled 
to Germany and France to ride and learn more about the import and 
sales part of the equestrian business. Since then, she has successfully 
brought in and trained numerous hunter and jumper champions at 
venues such as the World Equestrian Center in Ocala, Bruce’s Field in 
Aiken, and the Tryon International Equestrian Center. 

Jamie Rardin 
Rosebank Stables 

2143 Rosebank Plantation Rd. 
rardinje@gmail.com

RIDING AND TRAINING HORSES ON WADMALAW ISLAND

Jamie Rardin competing at HITS 
(Horse Shows in The Sun) 

in Ocala, FL
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REAL ESTATE SALES 
(OCT 14, 2021 - JAN 5, 2022)

Residences  Acres     Date Sold  Price
2495 Boy Scout Road 6.14  11/04/21 $479,900
1831 Longcreek Road         15.0 11/22/21 $1,065,500
1560 Yellow House Road 5.75 12/03/21 $234,000
1079 Harts Bluff Road 2.24 12/13/21 $1,278,000
6949 Maybank Highway 9.74 12/30/21 $440,000
7111 Maybank Highway 0.59 01/05/22 $1,300,000

Vacant Land Acres  Date Sold    Price
1644 Lonnie Taylor Lane 1.01 01/11/21 $82,500
0 Tacky Point Road 2.8 01/11/21 $68,000
Lot 11 Lonnie Taylor Land 1.0 11/12/21 $280,000
2889 Anchor Watch Road 5.99 11/16/21 $665,000
26 Anchor Watch Road 3.02 11/18/21 $160,000
6001 Selkirk Plantation Rd. 3.2 11/19/21 $650,000
6 Polly Point Road 3.48 12/02/21 $280,000
0 Boy Scout Road 9.17 12/09/21 $130,000
1981 Liberia Road 7.73 12/20/21 $145,000

Greg Hanckel
Cell 296-3237

Wadmalaw Island, SC 28487
Phone (843) 559-3491
Fax (843) 559-2678

843-559-9111

Island Chiropractic Centre
Align your spine to protect the health of your discs
• Spinal decompression
• Class IV Laser Therapy

Dr. Anthony Ross

CharlestonChiropractic.com
3546 Maybank Hwy. 

Johns Island
iccji@bellsouth.com

John W. Huey
Joan S. Seithel

We would like to thank the following individuals who have made generous 
donations to our newsletter since our last issue:

If you would like to see the continued publishing of this newsletter, 
please make a contribution by sending a check to 

Wadmalaw News, P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Support our WADMALAW newsletter

John B. Coppedge, III
Lewis Hay

Sheriff’s Office Report: A burglary was reported on Boy Scout Rd. A 
roommate had broken into a secured bedroom and stolen several televisions. 
Public Comments:
Some progress has been made regarding tree trimming. 
Thanks to everyone who donated and came out to the Veteran’s Dedication.
Chili Cookoff: Contact Gregory Cushing to join the January 29th Chili Cookoff.  
Toys for Tots: Donate to the St. John’s Fire Station by December 19th for Toys 
for Tots. Toys will go to children on Wadmalaw.
Land Petitioner – Steven Brantley: Mr. Brantley is currently working with 
the Low Country Land Trust about placing an easement on the property 
mentioned above. He will restrict any additional residences to be built on the 
property. There are plans to construct a 4-stall barn, small out-buildings for 
equipment, and possibly a small chapel of remembrance. 
Land Petitioner – Christian Rodgers: Rodgers said that they would like to buy, 
build, and open an event venue on Cherry Point Rd. property. They said that 
they would respect the critical buffer and trim trees in the area down the line of 
sight. They said that the Charleston County Planning staff told them that such 
a business is not allowed on agriculturally zoned property, and that they would 
have to 1) Apply for a Commercial rezoning, 2) Request annexation into the 
town of Rockville, or 3) Rezone to become a Planned Development. 
The property is owned by Cliff Baldwin, who was originally denied a variance 
to construct a road/driveway in the OCRM Critical Area Buffer on this property. 
The property is not currently under contract. Issues about the commercial 
use of the property were addressed by Committee members and community 
residents. Everyone voiced concerns about changing the character of the 
Island, potential traffic, alcohol use, noise, infrastructure, and other impacts 
on the families in the surrounding properties. Mayor Riley Bradham of the 
Town of Rockville spoke against the proposal. 

WILPC 4th Quarter 2021 
Meeting Minutes  - continued from page 4 

Bees depend on winter honey reserves for survival, which is why 
beekeepers know the importance of leaving healthy supplies of food 
for their bees to successfully 
over-winter.  During the colder 
months, the bee cluster will slowly 
move along the comb, consuming 
their honey reserves as they go. 
Hopefully there will be enough 
for all. The ideal state has happy, 
healthy bees throughout the long 
winter until spring brings warmer 
weather and flowers full of nectar 
to make honey.  At that point, the 
bees will venture out, new drone 
bees will be born to mate with the 
queen, and the cycle starts all 
over again.

bees in winter
...continued from page 3

The holiday market held at Deep Water Vineyard this year was a great 
success and enjoyed a beautiful December day!



people nominated: Gregory Cushing, Kevin Richbourg, Leroy Robinson, 
Craig Sovilla, Terry Reed Seabrook, Robert Siedell 
Other Notes:
Chili cookoff on January 29th at the Community Center. Contact Gregory 
Cushing with questions or if you want to participate.
Rational Roads Initiative focused on improvements to Main Rd. addressing 
traffic, crashes, & fatalities. Facebook page & website: www.rationalroads.org.
Tree Trimming/Cutting - Efforts have been made to contact SC Department of 
Transportation. Concerned community members: Neil Williams – a trucker from 
Wadmalaw requests that highway management and DOT cut the trees back 
to 15ft high and 6 ft. from the road. Terry Reed Seabrook, a Charleston County 
Sheriff’s deputy, states that if it were necessary for the Mobile Command Unit to 
access Wadmalaw, it would be in danger of damage from trees. 
Phone Service - For better phone service coming on and off Wadmalaw, turn on 
your Wi-Fi feature for a better signal. 
DECEMBER 
New Committee Members: Four members left the Committee: Henry Holst, 
Chris Johnson, Bertha Middleton, and Arthur Rivers. Four new members 
elected: Terry Seabrook, Craig Sovilla, Leroy Robinson, and Kevin Richbourg. A 
5th member, Robert Siedell, was also elected as the result of the resignation of 
Sarah Regan. Melinda Kelley was elected as Chair, John Taylor as Vice-Chair, 
and Grace Johnson as Secretary. 
Rockville Liaison: No report. (All is well) 
Johns Island: Johns Island Task Force is looking for volunteers. Next meeting 
is January 6. The owner of KJ’s on Main Rd and Maybank Hwy is not planning 
to renew the lease on the building. The Berkeley Electric Company building 
may be leased starting January 1st. Portions of the building will be rented out 
as office space. 
Zoning & Land Use:
Plats - One plat was submitted by the County Planning Department for property 
on Cherry Point Rd. It showed a modified Critical Area Line that was previously 
submitted with a variance request that we opposed and the BZA recently denied.
Critical area was decreased after being resubmitted to OCRM. Critical lines 
are good for five years.  Potential zoning applicants are encouraged by County 
Planning to come to Wadmalaw Island Land Planning Committee meetings 
to present proposals. WILPC decides whether to support or oppose their 
applications. 
Zoning Change/ Land Petition
Request by Wadmalaw resident Steven Brantley to rezone land on Bears Bluff 
from AGR to AG-15 went before the Planning Commission on December 13, 
which we supported. If rezoned, Mr. Brantley plans to combine the property with 
existing AG-15 property that he owns. Properties need to have the same zoning 
to be combined. Brantley intends to place a Conservation Easement on the 
property once it is rezoned and combined.
Point Farm Investors  - A second public hearing was held by OCRM. Many 
spoke against the OCRM Critical Area Permit application and the associated 
Mitigation Bank request. No updates and no OCRM decisions were made. 
SC House Bill Proposal - A SC House Bill was filed (HB 4547) which would remove 
Short Term Rental businesses from municipal and county Zoning and place 
them under State regulations.  A template letter has been drafted to circulate to 
the House Judiciary Committee, which is the Committee first voting on this Bill. 
The letter should be sent to Rep. Chris Murphy, Chair of the committee. A vote 
was approved to send a letter of opposition from WILPC on this bill.  
Bolt Treehouse Property - The property is currently still for sale. Groups have 
approached the Planning Department regarding the property with the intent 
of using it as a short-term rental property. The County has changed its zoning 
laws, disallowing “dwelling groups” for short-term rentals. They now require 
this property to be subdivided, and each unit to be owner-occupied, in order to 
operate short-term rental businesses on agriculturally zoned properties. 

OCTOBER
Rockville: (Henry Holst)
King’s store has reopened as Hum’s Grocery at King’s Store, and is doing well.  
There was a Boat Landing clean-up on Sunday, October 17th. 
Communication: (Scott Gilmore)
The Wadmalaw Island Proud Facebook group was launched on October 8th. 
Newsletter will be mailed out November 1st. 
Zoning: (Melinda Kelley)
No Wadmalaw issues for Planning Commission and Zoning Board. 
A virtual Public Hearing was held by OCRM September 28th for the Point 
Farm Critical Area Permit Request, associated with the mitigation bank permit 
request. There were technical problems. In-person meeting to be held at the 
community center. Date TBA. No plats submitted by the county. 
Education: (Terrilynn Durham)
Principals from the local schools asked for community support. Teachers are 
overwhelmed and need help from the community. All schools in the area need 
substitute teachers. Interested can apply at the Charleston County website. 
Frierson Elementary:
Renovations started this past summer. Montessori program will be expanding. 
Enrollment increased to over 150 students. The Alpha Phi Alpha alumni 
chapters have donated 300 new books to the library. New playground for the 
upper grade students has been built, lower grade playground will be renovated 
in November. Berkeley Electric Co-op has donated stumps for outdoor seating. 
Six new benches were donated anonymously for outdoor classes. 
Nomination Committee: (Kathie Seabrook)
By the end of December, 4 committee members will be rolling off. Five names 
have been submitted to fill these positions. 
Other Notes: The Community Garden cleanup was successful. 
NOVEMBER
Communication: 
The Wadmalaw Island Newsletter came out. The Wadmalaw Proud & 
Committee Facebook pages doing well.
Zoning:
No information on Wadmalaw from the Planning Commission. No new plats 
have been submitted. Point Farm Mitigation Bank. WILPC opposes the request 
as it stands. Three points of objection: 
Land ownership of the marshlands is in question and presumed state owned. 
Plans to convert freshwater pond and wetlands to tidal marsh will destroy 
existing wildlife habitat. Proposal does not include enough land protected by a 
conservation easement.
Environmental:
Sand Mine - Information is still inconclusive as to whether new plans will be 
submitted to DHEC. Deadline for public comment has been extended to 2025. 
Mitigation Bank & OCRM Permit Request. The second OCRM public hearing 
was held on November 8.  Two separate permit processes: Corp of Engineers is 
handling the Mitigation Bank Instrument and the Mitigation Bank permit process. 
OCRM of DHEC is reviewing a permit request for critical area approval to make 
alterations to the marsh at Point Farm.  Comments were due by November 
22nd at 5:00 PM. A website was linked to the Committee Facebook page to the 
DHEC website explaining the details of the proposal.
Education:
Frierson Elementary - Staff wish list: Creation of an upper grade flower garden.
Plants, flowers, or seeds are needed. Permanent benches for the upper grade 
playground.  
November 18th - Memorial walk for the late student Nevaeh Butler. Donations 
will go towards the purchase of benches in her memory.Cash, check or money 
orders accepted. 
Community Center:
Events hosted by the Community Center: Plantations Singers - Veterans’ Day 
Nominating Committee: Four committee members will be rolling off. Six 
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states that it is important to keep unwanted industry and commercial 
development off the island. He grew up on Johns Island, and has seen 
what can happen when growth is left unchecked. 
Terrilynn Durham is a native of Wadmalaw who is very passionate 
about her island heritage. The WILPC Mission Statement really resonates 
with her. “To preserve and maintain the unique and cherished character 
of Wadmalaw Island by encouraging only the most appropriate and 
sustainable land use and development is where my heart is”, she states. 
She is chairman of the Education Committee and has been an educator 
for over 20 years. She currently works as an Adoption Specialist at 
Lowcountry Adoption. She has 2 sons, Tevin and Tyler, and is a member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. She loves to sing, especially gospel. “The 
most important issue on the island today is to maintain the natural beauty 
of Wadmalaw and keep the investors away,” she expressed.
Leroy Robinson grew up on Wadmalaw off of Katy Hill Road. He 
played football for Johns Island High School, South Carolina State, 
and the Philadelphia Eagles. Actively involved in the community, 
he has coached high school football and tutored elementary school 
students. He always encourages others to “dream big”. Leroy has 
previously served as Chairman of the WILPC. 
Robert Siedell is returning to WILPC after leaving in 2020. He enjoyed 
his previous term on the communications committee and believes that 
WILPC provides an important community service. Robert has kept 
active as chair for Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB) and publisher of 
the Wadmalaw newsletter. He just completed 4 years as president of 
the Charleston Symphony Board. Robert is drawn to serve by what he 
feels is an urgent need to protect the rural character and culture of the 
island, and urges all residents to support this goal.

NEW WILPC MEMBERS BEGIN TERMS

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

843-559-3135
3201 Maybank Hwy

John’s Island, SC 29455
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MILITARY MEMORIAL NOW AT WICC

The Flag Memorial erected beside Maybank Highway in August
of 2021 now has a permanent home at the Wadmalaw Island 

Community Center on Katy Hill Road.
The memorial was created and constructed by island resident Gregory 
Cushing with the help of his father, Greg, and the support of many 
contributors. 
Each side of the memorial honors members of our armed services.
On one side are flags of the United States Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force and Coast Guard.
A second side has flags honoring the 13 service members killed in 
Afghanistan in August of 2021. It was this event that prompted Gregory 
to create the memorial.
On a third side are flags honoring those who are classified as Missing in 
Action or Prisoners of War from all American conflicts.
The last side has an olive tree, which represents peace. There is a 
bench dedicated to every service member and veteran, past, present, 
and future, who have called Wadmalaw their home. 
Thank you, Greg, for this beautiful tribute to veterans everywhere.

Name:   Delores Mack
Maybank Hwy.  -  Brigade 14
Occupation: Retired Charleston 
County Teaching Assistant
Years on Wadmalaw:  70 Years
Why I am a Brigade member:

 “I love to see island highways free of trash.”

Email: KWB at keepwadmalawbeautiful@gmail.com or call/text 
843-566-5702  to volunteer

MEET  KWB  BRIGADE VOLUNTEERS

EYE ON THE ISLAND 
(continued from front cover)
impacts. One problem is that the proposal includes converting and 
destroying acreage of freshwater wetlands that have served as valuable 
habitat for birds and other kinds of animal life for many years. 
2)Another objection regards the question of ownership of the marshland 
involved.  Although the deed to the property includes a large amount of 
tidal marshland (1149 acres), in an effort to “prove ownership” the owners 
claimed in Court that they had “King’s Grant” title. The Court ruled against 
them last year, and determined that the marsh is not privately owned. The 
Committee and others, including several state legislators, objected to having 
private companies make financial profits from state-owned marshlands on our 
Island through the sale of mitigation credits! This would set a bad precedent on 
Wadmalaw and elsewhere along the entire South Carolina coast.
3)The last objection raised by the Land Planning Committee and the others, 
is that the applicants are proposing only minor upland/highland buffers and 
conservation easement areas for the land adjacent to the marsh areas 
that would be part of the Mitigation Bank. This would leave much of the 
highland property available for actual development, creating the potential 
of stormwater pollutant run-off that could enter and damage the wetlands. If 
the permits are given final approval, the hope of the concerned groups and 
residents is that the Point Farm owners will place a sizable conservation 
easement on the land.
Stay tuned as more information becomes available. 
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843-513-2234

WHITEMARSH FARM, LLC
Farm Fresh Gourmet Mushrooms

Available at the Sea Island Farmers Market!

Audacy Creative Arts Preschool, Cheryl Bennett, Director/Owner
About Audacy: We offer quality 
childcare and educational 
services for young children from 
birth to age 4. We have a vibrant 
learning environment committed 
to creativity and the exploration 
of each student’s natural artistic 
talent. The arts infuse our entire 
curriculum. They enrich our 
learning experiences, promote 

social development, foster academic achievement, and build self-
confidence.
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? My husband, David, and I have lived 
on Wadmalaw for 16 years.
Contact Info: Visit our website at www.audacycap.net or call 843-637-3135.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw? I love the peaceful, 
natural environment of Wadmalaw Island.

Supporting local business is a wonderful way to get to know your neighbors, to 
support our fellow islanders, and to foster a sense of community. 

LET’S MEET MORE OF OUR WADMALAW BUSINESSES…! 
Deep Water Vineyard, Andrea Freiwald, Owner/CEO

About Deep Water Vineyard:  
We’re proud to own Deep Water 
Vineyard, Charleston’s only 
working winery. There is wine for 
every palate, and lots to do for 
the whole family including lawn 
games, animals to see, and a 
gift shop.  We like to use local 

fruit and honey for our wine and meads, so if there’s a crop you grow, we’d 
love to try and feature it in our products
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? We moved to Wadmalaw from Mt. 
Pleasant with our three small boys to start our “retirement dream” (about 
30 years too early). All along the way, we kept thinking “this is never going 
to work out.” In the end, Jesse and I looked at each other and said “Well, I 
guess we’re doing this...did we just buy a zoo?”
Contact Info:  6775 Bears Bluff Road or call 843-559-6867. Visit our 
website at  www.DeepWaterVineyard.com
What do you love most about Wadmalaw?  The tranquility of the early 
morning sunrises and evening sunsets, followed by dazzling night skies. 
Nature is what makes Wadmalaw such a unique gem.

There’s No Better Time 
Than Now To Build Your 

Dream Home

Michael-Devin Homes
843-714-5639

michaeldevinhomes@gmail.com
A Wadmalaw Island Resident

About Whitemarsh Farm:  I grow fresh 
oyster mushrooms, and I also offer 
fruiting kits (mushroom futures, grow your 
own) and mushroom powder (used for 
seasoning).
Your Connection to Wadmalaw?   I am 
fortunate to have grown up on Wadmalaw. 
I moved here in 1969, the year I started 
first grade.  
Contact Info:  The best way to reach 
me is to call or text, 843-513-2234, email 
krichbourg@comcast.net or at https://
www.facebook.com/whitemarshfarm.  I 

am often at the Sea Island Farmers Market on Saturday mornings 
selling my kits and a variety of harvested mushrooms.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw?  Aside from the obvious 
beauty and tranquility, I love our sense of community.  It grows and 
strengthens.

Professionally Altered Interiors Naturally Transformed

Mobile: 240-585-3674
painteverything@yahoo.com

FREE ESTIMATES!
pleasepainteverything.com

Owner: THEODORE WILSON

Whitemarsh Farm, LLC, Kevin Richbourg, Cultivator

Wadmalaw ONLINE
Wadmalaw Isl. Land Planning Committee website: 

www.wilpc.org  
Community Center Facebook: 

Wadmalaw Island Community Center
WILPC Email address: comments@wilpc.org 

Wadmalaw News: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE OF WADMALAW ARE:

WRITERS WANTED
Would you like to write for Wadmalaw?  Do you have a topic you would like to see 
in a future issue?  If so, please contact us at wadmalawnews@gmail.com or write 
to us at Wadmalaw, Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Stuart McDaniel 
Huger Sinkler
Barbara Dotterer 
Robert Siedell

April Long
John Shannon
Dennis Vane
Dory Ingram

Alys Anne Wiedeke
Andrea Freiwald 
Scott Gilmore
Bertha Booker

Claudia Boyce 
Grace Johnson
Melinda Kelley

bees in winter

Our amazing plant diversity in South Carolina offers year-round foraging 
opportunities for honeybees, even in the dead of winter.  Many other 

climates in the United States cannot support these pollinators during the 
colder months.  How bees survive during the winter is a mystery to many 
people. Opening a hive to look in and see what they are doing will release 
all of their carefully maintained warmth, and kill the colony.  Here are a few 
things we do know about how they get through this difficult time.
Male bees (drones) are kicked out of the hive or die off as temperatures 
begin to drop in the fall.  As nature would have it, their only purpose in 
the colony is to mate with the queen. She suspends this activity over the 
winter, so the drones die instead of endangering the entire hive by hanging 
around. The other bees work tirelessly year-round, taking care of the 
queen and maintaining the hive throughout the colder months. It is their 
job to keep their queen warm and happy. Bees need honey supplies to last 
them through these months of fewer flowers. Having “extra” bees around 
such as drones, would take this food away from the others who do all the 
work. In milder climates such as ours, if the temperature sneaks above 
50-55 degrees, the bees will become more active and try to forage nectar 
or do some hive maintenance such as cleaning out debris, or dead bees.  
When the temperatures dip below 50, they huddle in the hive around the 
queen in a “winter cluster”. Their goal is to keep the temperature in the high 
80’s, or even 90’s, by flapping their wings and acting like a moving blanket 
of warmth for their queen.  

RESIDENT PROFILE:  
Sherman Mack

A third-generation shrimper born and raised on Wadmalaw Island, 
Sherman Mack loves the water and the Lowcountry, and expresses 

much of that love through his art.
In charge of all off-loadings and packing at Cherry Point Seafood, 
Sherman is their number one man. His grandfather, Washy Wasington, 
shrimped out of that dock in the sixties and seventies, while his 
grandmother, Tina, headed the catch. Sherman started some twenty 
years ago with his dad Herman “Bosco” Mack on Travis Aycock’s trawler 
Lord Willin’ and has been there ever since. He has also worked on 
other shrimp boats seen at Cherry Point such as Happy Jack, Carolina 
Girls, and Tina Marie.
Sherman’s mother, Sharon 
Mack, who was hearing 
impaired, communicated 
with her son through sign 
language and used artwork 
to help explain math 
equations to him. His artistic 
talent was recognized at St. 
John’s High School, where 
he was greatly inspired 
by his art teacher Donna 
Dowling and local artist Ann 
Folly, who gave him his first 
set of watercolors. Sherman 
has grown from a “starving 
artist” to an established one, selling his art through commissions, at 
Cherry Point Seafood, and at Sunrise Bistro on Johns Island.
His job at the dock is his main occupation, but he aspires to grow and 
sell his art throughout the Wadmalaw and Charleston areas.

Sherman Mack with one of his watercolors.
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14th Annual Feeding of the 
Multitude  

The 14th Annual Feeding of the Multitude was held on St. John’s Parish 
Church grounds on the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  People from 

24 churches worked and prayed for months to make this happen. Instead 
of their usual sit-down Thanksgiving Feast with entertainment, community 
outreach booths and prayer rooms, COVID caused them to once again 
have a drive-through food pick-up of turkeys and bags of groceries. 
People from all over the islands donated 1350 bags of groceries 
(ingredients for a Thanksgiving meal for four).  Thanks to the generous 
donations of individuals, churches and other organizations, the team was 
able to purchase 1000 frozen turkeys, with Food Lion gift cards for when 
the turkeys ran out. 
In addition, teams of people from 16 churches delivered 250 plated meals 
to home-bound people and bags/turkeys to people without transportation.  
Debra Commodore from New Jerusalem, and Miles Hanckel from St. 
John’s Parish, took charge of cooking these meals, which were distributed 
from Faith Lutheran Church on Johns Island. 
A large team took meals, bags and turkeys to all residents in Rural Housing. 
Another team took bags and turkeys to the Latino families and men living in 
the migrant camps. Again this year, Pet Helpers and The Charleston Animal 
Society gave away pet food (Feeding our Multitude of Pets) and information 
on spaying and neutering animals.
Audrey Mack, from New St. James Bethel AME, headed up the prayer 
team operation, which had a call-in prayer line and Facebook live-streaming 
prayer from 12:00-3:00 p.m., with ministers and lay-people from numerous 
churches leading 30-minute prayer segments. 
All turkeys were given away and only a few bags were left by 3:00 p.m.  
These were picked up by the Wadmalaw and Johns Island Food Banks and 
the Wadmalaw Community Center.  By 4:00 p.m. all food was gone.  Over 
5600 people in need were fed on this day. It was a modern-day “Loaves and 
Fishes” experience, and an answer to prayer. 
The Feeding is about serving our neighbors with love and respect, and 
nourishing bodies and souls.  Claudia Boyce, chairperson, said they are 
grateful for the relationships that have developed over the years as they 
prepare for this event. “We have evolved from a team of strangers from 
different cultures to a group of friends who love and trust each other. We 
are united in our love for Christ.” 
Twenty-four churches from the surrounding area support this successful 
community outreach, including five from our island.   Participating 
Wadmalaw churches were New Jerusalem AME, New Webster UMC,   
Rockville Presbyterian, New St. James Bethel and Salem Baptist

...continued on pg. 6

Zion Jones and Divine Jones 
volunteering their support during 
Feeding the Multitudes.

Katherine Simmons, New St James 
Bethel, Ann Edenfield, St. John’s Parish 
supported the FTM effort.



WADMALAW ISLAND 
CHURCHES

Grace Chapel
Chapel of Ease of 
St. John’s Church
Rockville Township
Services in June, July and 
August at 9:00 AM

Little Rock Baptist Church
6522 Maybank Highway
Rev. James Peterson, Pastor
Services at 11:30 AM
Bible study and prayer on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

New Bethlehem 
Baptist Church
1945 Liberia Road
Rev. Zachary Williams
Services at 11:00 AM

New Jerusalem AME Church
6179 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Tony J. Slater, Jr., Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

New St. James Bethel 
AME Church
5305 Maybank Highway
Rev. William R. Jones, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

New Webster United 
Methodist Church
4755 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Pattie E. Gordon, Pastor
Rev. Shamond Riddy, Director     
   of Visitation
Services at 10:15 AM

Rockville Presbyterian Church
2479 Sea Island Yacht Club Road
Rev. Fred Hope, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM

Salem Baptist Church
5768 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Martha Florence Brown,     
  Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM

Salem Presbyterian Church
5591 Maybank Highway
Rev. Robert L. Capers, Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM on 2nd 
and 4th Sundays, 9:30 AM on 
1st and 3rd.
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Wadmalaw is a non-profit publication distributed to all Wadmalaw postal addresses quarterly (February, 
May,  August and November) supporting Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB), the Wadmalaw Island 

Land Planning Committee (WILPC), and the Wadmalaw Community Center (WICC).   
For advertising or editorial contributions/suggestions, contact us at:  

P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487 or online at: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

Feb 8th:   Wadmalaw Island Land Planning 
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Feb 20th:   Cherry Point Litter Sweep @ 2PM
Feb 26th:  Cork Shuckin’ Oyster Festival @   
                     Deepwater Vineyard @ 10AM-5PM   
March 8th: Wadmalaw Island Land Planning   
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
Apr 11-15th:  Charleston School District Spring Break
Apr 12th:  Wadmalaw Island Land Planning   
 Committee Monthly Meeting @ 7PM
May 15th:   Cherry Point Litter Sweep @ 2PM
In order to keep the community informed of 
events on the island, we are proud to launch our 
new community calendar!  Our next calendar will 
cover May thru August, so please send any public 
events that you would like include to Scott Gilmore 
at ScottGilmore@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Emilie Ann Towles Davis has spent her entire life 
on Wadmalaw Island…90 wonderful years! Her 

memories of growing up off of Bear’s Bluff Road on 
Martin’s Point Plantation are vivid, colorful, historical 
and abundant. She shared some of her stories with us. 
Lots of local news poured off that side of the island back 
in the day. The original post mistress, Miss Josie, and 
her sister Miss Ella, the switchboard operator, were 
located on Martin’s Point and were Emilie’s aunts. 
Between them, they knew everything that went on 
around Wadmalaw.
Bing Jenkins Store was a nearby gathering place that 
sold gas and kerosene, had lots of penny candy but 
operated without electricity. Emilie remembers Jeff 
Townsend, who lived nearby on Tacky Point Road 
(named for the roaming Marsh Tacky horses) selling 
his shucked oysters, shrimp, crab and vegetables. She 
also recalls seeing Towney Hart, who every day, rain or 
shine, would motor out and fill up the inland waterway 
kerosene lights to keep them burning.
Martin’s Point was also buzzing with passengers 
embarking for Yonge’s Island on the Mary Draper, which 

Remembering Wadmalaw History
Emilie Ann Towles Davis Recalls years past on Bluff Road Road

was captained by Bill Stevens. Produce grown on the 
island was shipped out for distribution throughout the 
southeast, including 
the renowned 
Wakefield cabbage, 
developed and 
grown by Emilie’s 
grandfather, Francis 
Winfield Towles.
Emilie has fond 
memories of the two-
room schoolhouse 
she attended through 
7th grade on Liberia 
Road.  She also has 
some not so fond 
memories of being pulled by a tractor from Martin’s 
Point to Nine Mile Fork to meet the John’s Island High 
School bus each day.
Emilie grew up to marry Miley Davis and raise four 
children on Wadmalaw. She is a true local treasure with 
many stories to tell.

Emilie Ann Towles, probably age 
six, in front of 2-room school house.

NEWS YOU CAN USE
FREE WELL WATER TESTING FOR SENIORS
Did you know that the South Carolina Department 
of Health and Environmental Control (SC DHEC) 
will provide FREE well water testing once a year 
for homeowners over 65 years of age? 
Seniors can request a free comprehensive test 
kit, which tests for metals and minerals, and a 
second kit that tests for bacteria. 
Please contact DHEC at (843) 953-0150 or 
visit their office at 1362 McMillian Avenue, 
Suite 300, Charleston, to pick up the water 
sample collection kits.  Fees are usually $50 
for the metals and minerals test and $20 for the 
bacteria test, but these will be FREE if you are 
over 65 years old and show a driver’s license 
or other federal ID. This is a great benefit for 
all seniors!

Since the first Cherry Point sweep in October of 2020, volunteers have removed over 4600 pieces of trash 
from the Bohicket Creek landing.  Join everyone at 2:00 PM on the following Sundays for the 2022 Cherry 

Point Landing Sweeps, hosted by Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful.   Please watch the Wadmalaw Island Facebook 
pages for announcements, as dates may change in case of inclement weather. Additional sweeps may be 
added to the calendar. It’s a family-friendly event. Together we can make a difference! 

• February 20         • May 15         • July 10        • October 9

2022 Quarterly Cherry Point Landing Litter Sweeps
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Angel Oak Family Medicine
1816 Bohicket Rd, Suite F, JI

843-559-1938   New patients, walk-ins welcome

Medicare, Medicaid & most insurance
~ Open seven days a week ~

Leigh Anne Williams
843-906-7760 / PO Box 234, Johns Island, SC 29457

WilliamsWildlifeRemoval@gmail.com

Williams
  Wildlife
    Removal

 843-212-7893
www.tollistrattoria.com

* Bring in 
this ad and 
receive a 

mini canolli!

If you would like to see the continued publishing 
of this newsletter, please make a contribution by 

sending a check to Wadmalaw News, 
P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC  29487

Support our WADMALAW newsletter

ISLAND GARDENING

We’re blessed to live in a region that offers so many options for year-round 
gardening, but as the old saying goes, “Failure to plan is planning to fail.” 

This is especially true in our (nearly) post-pandemic world. Many of us went to 
purchase seeds in February only to realize that the tomato we wanted to try 
was sold out. Maybe we just waited too long. Here are a few helpful hints for 
preparing for your summer vegetable garden on Wadmalaw Island.  
First, think about who is going to take care of the garden, and plant accordingly.  
If you have kids or grandkids, and they really love cherry tomatoes or snap 
peas – go big on them!  Developing a love of gardening can start at a very early 
age, and those memories of enjoying the fruits of your labor right off the vine 
leave an indelible mark for years to come. Or, if you have a drive to create the 
best salsa on the island – plant for that success.  Whatever your garden means 
to you, make it your own. 
Second, plan your seasonal planting and order seeds early. There’s nothing 
worse than going to purchase your new Hasta la Pasta Spaghetti Squash 
seeds only to find them sold out. Even worse is not having a place ready to 
plant.  The pandemic caused a lot of people to realize they’d like to cultivate 

KWB Efforts Achieving 
Strong Results

Longtime residents of Wadmalaw will remember that just 4 years ago 
Wadmalaw roads were extremely littered.  Due to the efforts of Keep 

Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB), litter is now the exception, not the rule.   More 
than 130 residents volunteer their time each month on a ‘brigade’ responsible 
for one of 15 designated sections of major island roads.   Their efforts, together 
with the support of island residents, have reduced the weekly litter collected 
by 40% over the past two years.  But 
further reduction is still possible.   If you 
know a family member or friend who 
throws trash on our roads, please ask 
them to stop.   And, if you drive a pick-
up truck, please ensure that you never 
leave paper, plastic bags or other light 
articles in the bed of your truck that will 
become litter when it blows out.
If you have just 1.5 hours a month 
to volunteer and help protect the 
beauty of our island, contact us at 
keepwadmalawbeautiful@gmail.com 
or text/call 843-566-5702.  Unable to 
physically assist KWB on a brigade?  
You can still support our KWB.  A donation of just $45 will cover the cost of a 
new volunteer’s needed equipment and supplies.  Donations are tax deductible 
and may be sent to KWB at P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487.

Getting ‘cleaner’ every month!

Just driving the Esau Jenkins Memorial Bridge over Church Creek triggers 
a calming effect for most Wadmalaw residents. For some, that sentiment 

is further enhanced with a stop by the side of the road to throw in a line and 
revel in the tranquility of fishing, crabbing, or shrimping that this treasured 
spot has to offer.  Not surprisingly, many fishermen (and women) on the 
bridge prefer to keep their trade secrets to themselves, but the unanimous 
consensus is that this bridge is something special.  Whether you’re throwing 
a line in to disturb the glass-like surface of the water as you watch the 
sunrise, or practicing with a cast net as you marvel at the colors that dance 
in the sunset on the opposite side, the same feeling emerges: there is peace 
to be found on that bridge.  
No matter which direction a boat travels on the waterway below the bridge, 
it will reach the ocean. This makes it a unique and special place to fish, 
crab, and shrimp.  The number of anglers on the bridge is higher during 
low tide, as is typical of tidal waterways.  It stands to reason that the odds 
are better when the lower water levels push the catch into a smaller area. 
Seasoned anglers know this and capitalize on that fact.  In addition to tides, 
temperature plays a big part in the opportunity for a good catch. Cooler is 
better. Turns out, right now is a very prolific season for Church Creek. Keep 
your eyes open for friends who fish from the bridge and those who venture 
under it searching for crabs and shrimp.  Better yet, pack a rod and reel and 
make a stop the next time you see a low tide and amazingly painted sky – 
the bridge is open to all and has room for everyone. 

When You See People Fishing, 
You’re Home

Daily sight – trying their luck …..

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER  
Advertise Your Business in Wadmalaw and support our island newsletter.  

Business Rates $25/issue or $80 for 4 issues. 
Personal Classified ads are also available. Rates are $10 for up to 25 words.    

Contact our advertising coordinator at 314-703-2053
....continued on back cover
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Do you know someone who throws trash on Wadmalaw roads?
Please help us KEEP WADMALAW BEAUTIFUL.

ISLAND GARDENING

Gardens come in all sizes on Wadmalaw.

....continued from page 9

Jared Hulteen winter harvesting 
oysters out on the farm.

The recent open air movie at Edith Frierson was enjoyed by island
students and residents

their green thumb in 2021, so people found that all things related to gardening 
were in short supply. Raised garden beds are now in high demand, with some 
going for as much as $2000, installed. Decide to put this in the budget or find 
some plans and make your own.  
Thirdly, spend time with your new “friends”. Get out to your garden to water, 
check for pests, watch for growth, and get some Vitamin D from the sun. 
Spending time in the garden and getting to know your soil will ensure your 
garden has the best chance for high yields.  Finally, if you are still looking for a 
few things to plant this time of year, select any of the following until mid-May: 
most beans and peppers, cucumbers, cantaloupe, okra, radishes, squash, 
and some peas.  
Enjoy your garden. It’s one of the best things about living on the edge of Zone 
9, where there are lots of months to get your hands dirty.

WHICH KWB 
BRIGADE ARE 

YOU ON?
By volunteering just 1.5 hours 

a month, you can make a 
significant contribution to the 

quality of life for everyone 
on Wadmalaw.

Join a Keep Wadmalaw 
Beautiful Litter Brigade near 

your home today!
Call or text 843-566-5702 

to volunteer

...continued on pg. 7
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The beauty of rural Wadmalaw roads welcome us home.
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Each November, the Wadmalaw Island Land 
Planning Committee elects new members to 

serve a 3-year term as old members “roll off” from 
their years of service. Here are the latest members:
Kevin Richbourg last served on the WILPC two 
years ago. He had previously been on the Zoning 
Committee, and led the group as Vice Chairman, 
then Chairman, probably serving over 10 years. 
Since his last term, he built a new home on his 
property and has continued to farm mushrooms, 
which he sells to local restaurants and at the Sea 
Islands Farmer’s Market. He is drawn to the work 
of the committee as it strives to keep Wadmalaw a 
tranquil place to live and raise a family, filled with 
the beauty of nature. Kevin is always eager to meet 
new neighbors who share his love of the island and 
desire to preserve it for future generations.  
Terry Reed, a recruiter with the Charleston County 
Sheriff’s office, has lived on Wadmalaw for 16 years. 
His family history on the island dates back to 1897 

when his grandfather, Clarence Seabrook, was born. 
Terry’s father, Charlie Seabrook, lived on Popcorn 
Haven Road until his passing in 2008. Terry came 
to Wadmalaw by way of his military service. While 
stationed in Beaufort in 1993, he met his father’s 
side of the family and came to realize that “family 
is the bedrock of life”. He fell in love with this rural 
island and decided to make it his home. He wants all 
islanders to embrace and understand the history of 
Wadmalaw and the zoning and land use behind it that 
will preserve its natural beauty for future generations. 
He wants everyone to have a will, and to understand 
the laws of heirs’ property. 
Craig Sovilla has lived on Wadmalaw since February 
2021 after buying property in 2018. He and his wife 
were drawn to the peace, tranquility and slower 
pace of living here. He calls it a “family community 
of neighbors helping neighbors.” Craig feels that the 
most important issue is keeping Wadmalaw rural. He 

NEW WILPC MEMBERS BEGIN TERMS

...continued on pg. 7

February 2022

Since the sale of the 2000+ acre Point 
Farm property on Wadmalaw along the 

Leadenwah Creek and the North Edisto 
River, much has happened! The new owners 
applied for a “Mitigation Bank Permit” from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2018. 
Due to the complicated process, the permit 
is partially, but not completely, finalized. The 
State is also involved, through a “Critical 
Area” permit request with the S.C. DHEC 
- Office of Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM), and Charleston County will likely 
weigh in through its Board of Zoning Appeals. 
A Mitigation Bank is a type of business venture 
that sells “mitigation credits” to developers, 
including governments, when they build 
projects in other areas that disturb wetlands.When a developer has a project that involves harming freshwater 
or saltwater wetlands, the developer can buy “credits” elsewhere to mitigate the harm caused to the disturbed 
wetlands. Credits are sold for thousands of dollars each. According to the Corps of Engineers, this Mitigation 
Bank, if given final approval, can sell over 440 credits from the tidal marsh adjacent to the Point Farm land. 
The Wadmalaw Island Land Planning Committee, other organizations, and many Wadmalaw residents voiced 
opposition to the Mitigation Bank Permit and the associated OCRM Critical Area permit at a November 2021 
OCRM Public Hearing. Here’s why:
1) First, although this marshland will not be “developed” in the normal sense, the work involved in the proposal, 
redesigning the marsh and wetland areas for this mitigation bank business is substantial, creating environmental 

EYE ON THE ISLAND


