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Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful

EYE ON THE ISLAND

T

he Wadmalaw Land Planning Committee (WILPC)
works to preserve and maintain the cherished
character of Wadmalaw Island. A key partner in this
effort since 1989 has been the Lowcountry Land
Trust. For more than a quarter century, the island has
benefitted from rural zoning that sets limits on small
lot development, and more than 70% of the island
is now zoned AG-15, requiring 15-acre minimum
interior subdivided lots and 3-acre minimum lots
on the waterfront. Thirty-two years after the Land
Trust’s first easement was completed, the Trust now
protects 63 properties totaling almost 7000 acres and
comprising 27% of the island. Charleston County,
also an important partner in preserving the natural
beauty of Wadmalaw, has designated the majority
of the island as a “Resource Management Area” and
a “Rural Priority Area” within the Charleston County
Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan. The Land Trust’s
protected Wadmalaw lands support the goals within
the Comprehensive Plan, but importantly, extend
beyond transitory zoning protection to permanent and
lasting protection.
The principal tool used by the Land Trust to protect
Wadmalaw has been voluntary conservation
easements donated by private landowners. In
recent years, supplemental funding from the

Pelicans, too, are glad to call Wadmalaw home!

Charleston County Greenbelt Fund and the SC State
Conservation Fund has been available to allow for
bargain sale purchase (percentage of fair market
value) of conservation easements. The Land Trust
staff works with property owners to design easements
that preserve the natural landscape and protect wildlife
habitat, water quality and historic resources while
promoting traditional uses such as agriculture, hunting
and forestry. General guidelines used by the Trust in
considering easements include but are not limited
to: whether the property possesses particular natural
habitat, open space, scenic or historic value; and
whether the landowner demonstrates an interest in
permanently protecting the property’s resource values
through sound management.
...continued on pg. 5

for the good of wadmalaw

“W

e need to honor the 13 soldiers who died
on August 26 in the Afghanistan bombing,”
thought life-time resident Gregory Cushing. “And I
want to do it on Wadmalaw.”
He voiced his idea on social media, and within
an hour had received pledges for all the supplies
needed to construct his plan. It became the flagfilled memorial he and his father built on Maybank
Highway at the entrance to Wadmalaw, right after
the bridge. It remained there until they took it down
on 9/11.
Wanting a permanent place for the memorial,
Gregory consulted Bertha Middleton, who is the
Director of the Wadmalaw Island Community Center
on Katy Hill Road. With her enthusiastic support,
plans were made to place the memorial at the
Community Center. It was moved, and consists of 13
American flags; the flags of all the Armed Services
and a POW / MIA flag.

Soon, a raised garden will be completed to honor
and recognize all Wadmalaw Island Veterans. It will
include an olive tree, the symbol of peace.
This has not been Gregory’s only project for the
betterment of the island. He held a chili cook-off
in 2020 at the Center, and raised nearly $5000 to
construct its new roof. Another cook-off is planned
for 2022.
He has organized blood drives, along with a
“Wadmalaw Kindness Day”, collecting donations
for Lowcountry Oyster Relief, My Sister’s House,
Blessing Boxes and Animal Rescue organizations.
Gregory has worked at Trident Technical College
for over six years, most recently as the Building
Coordinator for the South Carolina Aeronautical
Training Center. In this role, he leads tours for K-12
students and encourages them to consider attending
...continued on pg. 7

WADMALAW ISLAND
CHURCHES
Grace Chapel
Chapel of Ease of
St. John’s Church
Rockville Township
Services in June, July and
August at 9:00 AM
Little Rock Baptist Church
6522 Maybank Highway
Rev. James Peterson, Pastor
Services at 11:30 AM
Bible study and prayer on
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
New Bethlehem
Baptist Church
1945 Liberia Road
Rev. Zachary Williams
Services at 11:00 AM
New Jerusalem AME Church
6179 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Tony J. Slater, Jr., Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM
New St. James Bethel
AME Church
5305 Maybank Highway
Rev. William R. Jones, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM
New Webster United
Methodist Church
4755 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Pattie E. Gordon, Pastor
Rev. Shamond Riddy, Director
of Visitation
Services at 10:15 AM
Rockville Presbyterian Church
2479 Sea Island Yacht Club Road
Rev. Fred Hope, Pastor
Services at 10:00 AM
Salem Baptist Church
5768 Bears Bluff Road
Rev. Martha Florence Brown,
Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM
Salem Presbyterian Church
5591 Maybank Highway
Rev. Robert L. Capers, Pastor
Services at 11:00 AM on 2nd
and 4th Sundays, 9:30 AM on
1st and 3rd.
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last quarter’s WILPC minutes
JUNE 2021
Environmental/Public Works: Public comment for sand
mine extended to July 31. County is revising the ZLDR, including requirements for solar farms and sand mines.
Zoning: Three plats submitted; all met requirements. Settlement reached in Bolt Treehouse contempt case; not approved by court at this time. Whistling Alligator Rd: OCRM
permit for bridge to connect two islands that has not yet
been built. Extension was granted for 2 years. Ads say this
will be a “community” but only one home permitted.
Planning Commission: Reviewing changes to sections
of ZLDR. Last meeting June 14; next one June 28. Solar
Farm restrictions proposed; WILPC sent letter with concerns. Resource Extraction Proposal: WILPC submitting
another letter to clarify and suggest changes.
Community Center: June 16 graduation celebration for
Johns Island HS Class of 2021.
Rockville: Henry Holst reported opening of Hum’s Grocery;
increase in Rockville traffic asking for radar to be set up;
Rockville has set up own litter pickup brigade.
Notes: Henry Holst volunteered to set up and take
down WILPC meeting signs. He also volunteered to be
Johns Island Council liaison as an observer, not a voting
member, and report back to WILPC. Volunteers needed
for Education Committee. Tomas Hainich and Kathie
Seabrook offered to serve on nominating committee for
new WILPC member to replace Aaron White.
JULY 2021
Nomination Committee: Announcement made to invite
people to fill Aaron White’s position as Education Subcommittee member, to keep in contact with Frierson and
JI High School.
Zoning: No plats submitted to WILPC. WILPC opposed
BZA variance request at Whistling Alligator Road for driveway in the critical area buffer, and the variance was denied.
Planning Commission: Continuing to overhaul ZLDR, with
WILPC closely involved with ordinances for solar farm and
sand mining. Meetings will be held July 19, August 9 and
September 20 at the Bridge View Drive County building.
Environmental and Public Works: comment on Sand
Mine extended to August 31. Point Farm Mitigation Bank:
OCRM permit request for changes in the marsh related to
Corps of Engineers conditional Mitigation Bank approval.
Communication: WILPC social media sites have
reached 389 people; plan for a communications strategy
will be discussed at September meeting.
Community Center: applied for a grant to restore
WICC playground.
Notes: Look out for armadillos along the roads. Request
tree trimming on Wadmalaw along the main roads.

SEPTEMBER 2021
Environmental: Public comment period for the sand mine
moved to January 31 2022, with a Public Hearing TBA. Point
Farm OCRM request virtual public hearing is September 28.
Zoning: Two plats submitted, one on Anchor Watch Drive
and another on Bears Bluff. Both met requirements. BZA
meeting held September 13 and denied encroachments
in critical area buffers and setbacks. WILPC opposed
these encroachments. September 14 County Council
held public hearing on ZLDR changes. WILPC submitted
recommendations.
Meeting about 526 Extension on September 14. Point
Farm OCRM request related to Mitigation Bank: Public
hearing September 28 for comments concerning use of
public marsh and conversion of areas of freshwater into
saltwater marsh.
Communication: Newsletter went out in August. Deadline for November issue October 13. Social Media Strategy changes approved concerning new procedures for
Wadmalaw FB pages.
Nominating Committee: Terrilynn Durham was elected
to fill Aaron White’s position.
Comments from the Public: Hunters and dogs too
close or on private properties. DNR has been contacted
but lack manpower to address the issue properly. Notes:
Advised to restrain any dogs found on your property, call
animal control and then DNR. Potholes: Boy Scout Road
especially. DOT has not resolved. Formal “Thank You”
issued to all KWB brigades.

DOWNTOWN EXIBITION
TO FEATURE LOCAL
WADMALAW ARTIST
In December, the Main Charleston Library will
exhibit recent works of Wadmalaw artist Bette
Mueller-Roemer:
Exhibit: Remembered Voices, Women in Literature:
an exhibit of Ceramic sculptures
Venue: Saul Alexander Gallery, Charleston County
Main Library, Charleston, SC, 68 Calhoun Street
Date: December 1 – 31. The exhibit will be available
during regular Library Hours

Wadmalaw is a non-profit publication distributed to all Wadmalaw postal addresses quarterly (February,
May, August and November) supporting Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful (KWB), the Wadmalaw Island
Land Planning Committee (WILPC), and the Wadmalaw Community Center (WICC).
For advertising or editorial contributions/suggestions, contact us at:
P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487 or online at: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

JOHNS ISLAND LIBRARY RENOVATION NOW COMPLETE

T

he newly renovated Johns Island Library is ready and willing to serve
everyone, from toddlers and teens to adults and seniors. Bright and
cheery, there is comfortable seating and tables tucked in every corner,
beckoning patrons to sit down and read. There is a room just for teens
(grades 6-12), where they can come in after school to decompress, meet
their friends, watch a movie, or grab a YA novel. There are plenty of
computers, and a laptop bar to plug in devices.
In the main area, there are 29 computers for public use, complete with
printer access, both color and black and white. Near the printers, there is a
circle of chairs with charging stations beside each one.
The expanded children’s room welcomes kids and parents alike. There
are plenty of places to grab a book and read, whether in a comfy chair
or on the colorful rug. There is a rocking chair if a fussy little one needs
comforting. Computers are placed on kid-sized tables with kid-sized
chairs. This room even has its own librarian and check-out desk.
A trip to the library is not complete without a visit to the garden out back,
which can be seen outside of the children’s room. There are native plants,
and a bench to sit on and watch the birds that come to the feeder or go in
and out of the birdhouses near the woods. Inside of a small “house” are
books about the birds or plants you might encounter. The library wishes
to thank Wild Birds Unlimited and the Audubon Society for sponsoring this
outdoor area.

MEET KWB BRIGADE VOLUNTEERS
Name: Maria Riva
Bears Bluff Road - Brigade 17
Occupation: Maria is a pediatric
sleep physician
Years on Wadmalaw: 9 Years
Why I am a Brigade member:
“I like clean roads because it shows respect for nature.”
Email: KWB at keepwadmalawbeautiful@gmail.com or call/text
843-566-5702 to volunteer

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER

Advertise Your Business in Wadmalaw and support our island newsletter.
Business Rates $25/issue or $80 for 4 issues.
Personal Classified ads are also available. Rates are $10 for up to 25 words.

Contact our advertising coordinator at 314-703-2053

T-Shirts, Napkins,
and Cups

Though most in-person classes have been suspended due to the
pandemic, there are three groups that are meeting each month: the Sea
Islands Book Club, Anime for Adults, and Coffee and Conversation for
Seniors. Call the library (843-559-1945) or visit their website (ccpl.org/
branches/johns-island) for information and times.
There are areas where materials and books can be checked out without
going to the main desk. Outside, there are 2 “new and improved” book drops
for the return of borrowed materials. One is still a “drive-up” in the parking
area, and another is located under the wide porch near the main entrance.
The librarians and staff are happy to be back at work in such a beautiful
space. Windows flood the area with light, welcoming everyone to come,
relax, read, and explore the world, one book at a time.

Magnolia Garden Club Open
to New Members

M

agnolia Garden Club of Johns Island was established in 1951,
and federated in 1953. Current membership is open to those
interested on Johns, Wadmalaw, Seabrook and Kiawah Islands. Its
mission: to encourage the use of native plants; establish backyard
habitats; maintain healthy populations of pollinators; and establish
partnerships in the community for sustainable gardening. Ongoing
projects are: Johns Island Bluebird Trail; Certifying Backyard
Habitats; and Planting with a Purpose. December activities include
Holiday Wreaths, Table Trees and Stuffed Animals for MUSC
Childrens Hospital. When COVID stabilizes, they hope to resume
Garden Therapy for the Elderly at the Johns Island Nursing Home
on Maybank Highway. They will also resume hands-on workshops
for children at the Johns Island Library and help with the pollinator
garden. They also help to maintain the raised garden beds at
Frierson Elementary.
Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:30 a.m.
September through June at Johns Island Presbyterian Church
community building on Bohicket Road. Meetings start at 11:00 a.m.
but members bring in flower design and horticultural specimens
from their own gardens at 10:15 to be judged. There is a program
or field trip every month. Members take turns providing coffee and
snacks for meetings. There is a yearly plant sale at Johns Island
Farmers Market in May, and members can exhibit designs and
horticulture at the Coastal Carolina Flower Show in the fall.
Visit the Magnolia Garden website https://magnoliagc.org
or on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Magnolia Garden
Club of Johns Island.

Family Owned & Operated • Where you’re a neighbor, not a number

Contact Jayne

843.609.6033

Your Adventure Awaits - Dove Hunting &
Duck Hunting Trips to Argentina!

Robert Hallett - Director of Argentina Sales

robert@sportingadv.com
Phone: 803-543-9807

1601 Shop Road, St. 1
Columbia, SC 29201

www.AtlanticPest.com

(843) 795-4010
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FALL WATER CONSERVATION

I

never complain when it rains – it keeps
leaves green. After reading about the megadrought in the western U.S. I am downright
thankful for any rain.

As new residents of Wadmalaw, we needed
to rethink our water usage in a more
responsible way. When on a centralized
system, we let the pros take care of the water supply and quality, and
only thought about water usage when the bill arrived. In a community
such as Wadmalaw, where residents must draw water from shallow
wells (50’-80’) using the same underground sources, we must think
beyond our own needs.
Terrible droughts can happen anytime, anywhere. The years-long
drought in the west has brought restricted usage, polluted rivers and
reservoirs, and destructive wildfires that lack enough water to fight
them. There has been severe loss of trees, vegetation, soil, farms and
homes.
Although we live on the “water planet”, available water is not limitless.
No new water is being made, we are just recycling and reusing water
that has been here for eons. Scientists have found water in an aquifer
under S.C. that is 56,000 years old! We use the same aquifer (the
“Floridan”) that millions of users from the Santee Delta to South
Florida draw from. A heavy downpour does not immediately refill this
aquifer. Most rain on sea islands runs off quickly into creeks and rivers.
Recharging our groundwater takes a very long time.
Of all the water on Earth, 96.5% is saltwater, with only 2.5% freshwater.
Of that, only 1.2% is surface freshwater, and only 30% of that small
amount is stored as the groundwater that our wells use. With a
surging population and industrial growth all over the southeast, water
supplies are being depleted faster than ever before. Global warming
is changing our climate. Rising seas threaten saltwater invading our
aquifers. Will there be enough water? Will it be clean?
Water conservation is the only answer. Don’t take it for granted. Do
not waste water when we can save it. Keep low maintenance yards
with native plants that need less water. Use rain barrels. Don’t leave
water running needlessly, and don’t do anything that could pollute our
water. Always remember: it is a precious, shared resource that we all
need to survive on this planet.
With thanks to Brooke Czwartacki, SC Department of Natural Resources, and
Guinn Wallover, Clemson Extension Services. Check out Clemson’s program,
“Be Well Informed” that is helping citizens learn about wells and well-water
testing: https://www.clemson.edu/extension/water/be-well-informed.html.

REAL ESTATE SALES

(JUL 20, 2021 - OCT 13, 2021)
Vacant Land

Acres

Lot 2 Pilot Boy Landing
4.23
Lot 30 Anchor Watch Road 3.0
2986 Anchor Watch Road 3.0
0 Katy Hill Road		 1.01
2443 Marina Road		 0.36
Lot 7 Anchor Watch Road 3.01
6143 Maybank Highway		11.07

7/20/21
7/20/21
9/03/21
9/13/21
9/21/21
9/28/21
10/1/21

Residences

Acres

Date Sold Price

6918 Bears Bluff		 1.7
4637 Lazy Creek Lane		 6.92
6119 Bears Bluff Road		73.3
2285 Leadenwah Road		20.0
6175 Ranch Road		 1.04
2447 Marina Road		 0.38
2483 S. Rockland Ave.		 0.82
5578 Hammerhead Ave.		 1.0
4799 Retriever Road		27.3

Date Sold

7/20/21
7/20/21
8/24/21
8/31/21
9/07/21
9/10/21
10/1/21
10/1/21
10/13/21

Price

$1,075,000
$148,000
$170,000
$40,000
$65,000
$138,900
$260,000
$734,500
$835,000
$1,000,000
$1,200,000
$1,150,000
$475,000
$460,000
$325,000
$5,995,000

Please Note: New Operating
Hours for the Dump
Now closed all day Sunday, but open
all day on Wednesdays.
This is a countywide change.
Support our WADMALAW newsletter

We would like to thank the following individuals who have made generous
donations to our newsletter since our last issue:
Lincoln and Tracy Groom Lewis Hay
Charles and Bonnie Snow
Peter and Shelley Hempstead Whit and Anne Smith
Susan and Douglas David
Barbara and Marshall Ambrose Sallie and Jim Thielecke
If you would like to see the continued publishing of this newsletter,
please make a contribution by sending a check to
Wadmalaw News, P.O. Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487

Island Chiropractic Centre

Align your spine to protect the health of your discs
Wadmalaw Island, SC 28487
Phone (843) 559-3491
Fax (843) 559-2678
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

843-559-3135

3201 Maybank Hwy
John’s Island, SC 29455

www.DrSpacey.com
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Greg Hanckel
Cell 296-3237

• Spinal decompression
• Class IV Laser Therapy
iccji@bellsouth.com
CharlestonChiropractic.com

Dr. Anthony Ross

843-559-9111

3546 Maybank Hwy.
Johns Island

EYE ON THE ISLAND
...continued from front cover

The accompanying map
highlights areas on the
island now protected by
conservation
easements
along with other privately
protected or public (State
and Federal owned) property
on Wadmalaw. Together
these protected lands make
Wadmalaw one of the most
successful areas of rural land
preservation in the country.
A donation of a conservation
easement to the Lowcountry
Land Trust offers individuals
the opportunity to help further
the objectives of the Trust
as well as member benefits
such as the Trust newsletter,
Other Protected Lands
its annual report and
Lowcountry Land Trust
invitations to member events.
Depending on individual
circumstances, member donations may be tax deductible as charitable contributions.
For residents interested in potentially preserving their property on Wadmalaw in perpetuity for future generations through a conservation
easement, or if you would just like to learn more about the Lowcountry Land Trust, please visit its website: www.lowcountrylandtrust.org or call
their office at 843-577-6510.

KIAWAH CARES PROVIDES AID TO WADMALAW RESIDENTS

T

he mission of Kiawah Cares (KC) is to support neighbors on Johns
and Wadmalaw Islands by facilitating educational programs and
humanitarian aid. It is the philanthropic arm of the Kiawah Island
Community Association (KICA), which manages the private island.

Holly Newman is the executive director of KC and a KICA employee. She
has been with KICA for 13 years, and executive director of KC for four
years. Holly notes that although KC was created as a means for Kiawah
property owners to give back, donors are not exclusively Kiawah residents.

The foundation was started in 2012 by Kiawah property owners to improve
the lives of the island’s neighboring communities. On Wadmalaw, it
funds literacy programs at Edith Frierson School, and home repairs or
improvements such as handicap access, particularly in situations where
there is no clear title to the property. It helps with food insecurities through
programs like Backpack Buddies, Meals on Wheels and Meals on Monday.
Thirty homebound residents on Wadmalaw and twenty on Johns Island
receive Meals on Wheels weekly. Another initiative is water: KC funds well
drilling, and installation and maintenance of pumps for residents through
the Water Wellness Program of Sea Island Hunger Awareness.

Visit www.kiawahcares.org to learn more about the foundation or how
to donate

KC is a major supporter of Edith Frierson School. It funded the installation
of a solar well for the garden that is used to teach children the value of
growing food. Before COVID, the foundation organized field trips for the
students, including one to Washington, D.C. Other Frierson programs
include Reading Partners, and remodeling the media center, with a mural
art creation funded by the Foundation.
KC’s annual budget is approximately $320,000, of which 90% goes
to programs. KICA funds the administrative costs. KC does not give
directly to individuals. Instead, it works indirectly through over a dozen
intermediaries, such as Sea Island Hunger Awareness, Kiawah Women’s
Foundation/Backpack Buddies, Reading Partners, and St. Johns Parish
Rotary Club.

NEW PLAYGROUND AT FRIERSON. With applause and squeals of excitement,
the new playground was officially opened at Frierson Elementary School. It was
funded by the Charleston County School District, with special assistance from the
Reverend Dr. Mack, and Jack Shawley, Jeffrey Smith and Mary Wakefield from
CCSD. With 153 students and a waiting list for the Montessori programs, Frierson
is indeed thriving. A primary level playground is slated for the future, and the upper
grades hall will be renovated in the summer of 2022.
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Supporting local business is a wonderful way to get to know your neighbors, to
support our fellow islanders, and to foster a sense of community.
LET’S MEET MORE OF OUR WADMALAW BUSINESSES…!
Garden Elegance, Kelly Megeath, Owner

Vital Mission Farm, Jeff Siewicki, Owner/Farmer

About Garden Elegance:
As one of Charleston’s
premiere garden design,
installation, and maintenance
companies,
Garden
Elegance offers a full range
of services. They provide
professionally
drawn
designs and installations
as well as experienced and
fully supervised maintenance for residential gardens. They are proud of
their strong horticultural background, attention to detail, and steadfast
relationship with clients.
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? Kelly has been a resident of
Wadmalaw for 13 years (with an office across the bridge on John’s Island).
Contact Info: www.GardenEleganceSC.com or call (843)795-7557.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw? The peacefulness, wildlife,
and especially the Lowcountry Flora.

Rural Island Land Services, Charlie Muir, Owner
About Rural Island Land
Services: They are ditch
diggers and road builders
that create drainage plans
to solve the problems
that water can cause
to buildings, roads, and
landscaping. They use
smaller equipment to keep
client costs down and
allow them to dig in places that larger equipment cannot easily get to.
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? Charlie is a 13th generation South
Carolinian! His family has had property on Wadmalaw since 2008, and he
has lived here full-time since 2018.
Contact Info: johncharlesmuir@gmail.com or call (408) 658-7301.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw? The Community! Wadmalaw
is beautiful, but the way of life that we all contribute to is what makes the
island so special.

About Vital Mission Farm:
Their mission is to grow food that
is healthy for people, animals,
land and the environment. They
grow pasture-raised ducks and
turkeys, and offer products such
as Duck Confit, Duck Prosciutto,
Whole Duck, Duck Eggs and
Raw Pet Food. They can be
found at the Sea Island Farmers
Market every Saturday from
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Your Connection to Wadmalaw? Jeff grew up on James Island, but
as James Island grew and became more congested, the rural living of
Wadmalaw became much more appealing. He eventually moved here.
Contact Info: Visit at the Sea Island Farmers Market, via email
VitalMissionFarm@gmail.com or online www.facebook.com/
VitalMissionFarm or www.instagram.com/VitalMissionFarm.
What do you love most about Wadmalaw? Wadmalaw has a real sense
of community, and people are always willing to help their neighbors.

Don’t Miss the Chili Cook-Off
January 29th!

T

he Wadmalaw Island Community
Chili Cook-Off will return in 2022!
Join us Saturday 01/29/2022 at the
Community Center from 11:00AM4:00PM. Admission is $5 per personchildren under 6 and first responders
admitted free! Entry to the Chili Cook Off
is $25 per team. Vendor opportunities
are available. All funds benefit the Wadmalaw Island Community
Center. Come out to support the community! Scan the QR code
to visit our Sign Up and register to enter the cook-off, bring a dish,
and more. Follow the event page on Facebook! For questions,
contact Gregory: 843.364.8414 or gmc2nd@bellsouth.net.

There’s No Better Time
Than Now To Build Your
Dream Home

Michael-Devin Homes
Professionally Altered Interiors Naturally Transformed

Owner: THEODORE WILSON
FREE ESTIMATES!
Mobile: 240-585-3674
pleasepainteverything.com
painteverything@yahoo.com
6

WHITEMARSH FARM, LLC

843-714-5639

843-513-2234

michaeldevinhomes@gmail.com

Farm Fresh Gourmet Mushrooms
Available at the Sea Island Farmers Market!

A Wadmalaw Island Resident

Local Oyster Company
Cultivates “Sea Clouds”
on Wadmalaw

for the good of wadmalaw

o-founders Josh Eboch and Jared Hulteen of the Barrier Island Oyster
Company are passionate about connecting people with oysters.
Not only are they interested in cultivating, nurturing and harvesting the
most flavorful singles in the southeast, they are dedicated to preserving
and growing local wild oyster reefs. In return, these oysters, called Sea
Clouds, clean the water and slow the erosion of the marsh.

His parents, Diane and Greg Cushing, also live on Wadmalaw and are active
in many phases of community life. They set a good example for their son.

...continued from front cover

C

a community college. He previously worked as a VA Certifying Official,
helping veterans to utilize their education benefits.

Thank you, Gregory, for your caring spirit and all you are doing for the
people of Wadmalaw. You make it a more beautiful place for everyone.

Located off of Cherry Point Road on the Bohicket River, the company
(BIOC) has occupied Jimmy Green’s East Coast Seafood dock
since 2017. Single oyster larvae are grown in a makeshift nursery
and transferred to special cages located near Botany Bay. They are
harvested a year or more later after reaching market size.
The process is complex and involves a lot of hard, dedicated work, by
six close-knit and devoted employees. If any Wadmalaw resident is
interested in getting on the list for a bushel of wild oysters, email: josh@
barrierislandoysters.com with your name and phone number. Oysters
“R” in season!

Afghanistan memorial on Maybank Highway
(now relocated to the WICC on Katy Hill Road)

Gregory Cushing

NATIONAL DIABETES PROGRAM

T

he Healthy Tri-County Coalition consists of the Tri-County
Diabetes Coalition, MUSC Health and Roper St. Francis
Senior Centers. They work together with communities to
improve health outcomes for everyone in the Tri-County area.
The National Diabetes Program (DPP) is a year-long evidencebased program designed to prevent type-2 diabetes. This
series is now available to Wadmalaw residents at no charge
at the Johns Island Public Library. Those interested please
email Margaret Peck at peckm@musc.edu. She is a life
coach with the DPP.
Or call the library for more information: (843)559-1945.

Barrier Island Oyster crew (l-r Alison Pierce, Maddie Piascik, Josh Eboch, Hamlin Auld and Morgan
Klein) around processing table where Sea Clouds are prepared for market.

Wadmalaw ONLINE

Wadmalaw Isl. Land Planning Committee website:
www.wilpc.org
Community Center Facebook:
Wadmalaw Island Community Center
WILPC Email address: comments@wilpc.org
Wadmalaw News: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

WRITERS WANTED
Would you like to write for Wadmalaw? Do you have a topic you would like to see
in a future issue? If so, please contact us at wadmalawnews@gmail.com or write
to us at Wadmalaw, Box 3, Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487
EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE OF WADMALAW ARE:
Andrea Freiwald
Stuart McDaniel Robert Siedell
Dennis Vane
Scott Gilmore
April Long
Huger Sinkler
Dory Ingram
Barbara Dotterer John Shannon
Alys Anne Wiedeke Bertha Booker

Williams
Wildlife
Removal
Leigh Anne Williams
843-906-7760 / PO Box 234, Johns Island, SC 29457
WilliamsWildlifeRemoval@gmail.com

843-212-7893

www.tollistrattoria.com

* Bring in
this ad and
receive a
mini canolli!

Dr. Rebekah Anderson, DMD, MSD
843-823-3533

INFO@HOLYCITYORTHODONTICS.COM
WWW.HOLYCITYORTHODONTICS.COM
1807 CROWNE COMMONS WAY
SUITE F10
JOHNS ISLAND, SC 29455

Angel Oak Family Medicine
1816 Bohicket Rd, Suite F, JI

Medicare, Medicaid & most insurance
~ Open seven days a week ~
843-559-1938 New patients, walk-ins welcome
7

WADMALAW NEWS
P. O. Box 3
Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487

Email: wadmalawnews@gmail.com

Do you know someone who throws trash on Wadmalaw roads?
Please help us KEEP WADMALAW BEAUTIFUL.

GROWING CORN ON WADMALAW

E

verybody loves sweet corn. We buy it fresh at
the grocery store to enjoy corn on the cob, or
maybe grow it in our own gardens. Charles Hills,
a third generation Wadmalaw farmer, grows a
lesser-known type of corn that actually makes up
99% of the South Carolina corn crop: field corn.
Field corn plants are much taller than sweet corn
(up to ten feet), and the ears are allowed to dry
on the stalks. Charles grows yellow dent corn, so
named because as the starchy kernels dry and
shrink, a small dent forms in the top of each one. Charles Hills next to his combine
Around the end of August, when the ears have with a sample of his field corn.
dried to just the right moisture level, Charles drives his combine (pictured) up
and down the rows to harvest the crop. In one pass, the combine pulls the
ears off the stalks, shucks them, and removes the golden kernels.
The variety of corn Charles grows is considered too starchy for making
human food like grits or cornbread. Instead, it is transported inland by truck
and turned into chicken feed for South Carolina’s poultry industry.
Charles grows his corn at multiple locations across Wadmalaw. On one
tomato farm, he rotates his corn with the tomato crop, benefiting both farmers.
Crop rotation helps ensure the long-term sustainability of farming by reducing
disease and insect infestation. The corn stalks turned into the soil at the end
of the season help build organic matter, making the soil healthier.
Until recently, Charles also grew corn and soybeans on neighboring
Johns Island. As the population of Johns Island grew, however, it became
increasingly difficult to move his equipment between farms in the heavy
traffic. Once, he even had to arrange a police escort!

While the traffic situation is much better on Wadmalaw, Charles still worries
that an impatient driver trying to pass him could have an encounter with
one of our beautiful road-side live oak trees. He asks Wadmalaw residents
to please remember that we are an agricultural island, and have respect
for slow-moving farm equipment such as his. Wadmalaw was rural and
agricultural long before so many of the current residents arrived. Slow
down, and give the farmers the road when they need it.

Holiday Market at
Deep Water December 4th

alling all Wadmalaw artists and residents in support of island artisans!
C
There will be a Holiday Market on December 4th at Deep Water
Vineyard, located at 6775 Bears Bluff Road, to celebrate our uniquely

talented community. The Vineyard will be open from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
and will offer a perfect opportunity to buy locally made holiday gifts. Avoid
holiday crowds, shipping delays and manufacturing shortages. Support
local artisans instead, snagging a unique gift in the process.
Admission to the event is free and will feature live music from Whiskey Diablo.
Jonny Poppers Burger Buggy will be the on-site food truck. Free samples
(adults only) of hot-mulled wine made at the vineyard will be offered. This is a
family-friendly event, and that includes the four-legged kind as well. Everyone
is welcome anywhere on the property, including the tasting rooms.
If you’re an island resident and interested in being a vendor, contact
felicia@wadmalawwildties.com. There is no charge to sell your wares, but
you must be a Wadmalaw resident. Come out and support island artisans
and grab some great presents and stocking stuffers for family and friends.
See you at the Vineyard!

